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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong Launches 
Standing Tall –The Goh Chok Tong Years, May 2021

T he authorised biography of Emeritus Senior 
Minister Goh Chok Tong, Standing Tall – The Goh 
Chok Tong Years, was launched along with its 

Chinese translation on 7 May by Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong at the National Gallery Singapore. 

Published by international publisher World Scientific, 
the book documents the story of Mr Goh’s life and career 
as the second Prime Minister of Singapore and is written 
by Singapore Literature Prize-winning author Peh Shing 
Huei.

Through interviews and access to People's Action 
Party documents and Mr Goh's notes, the book uncovers 
rare insights into Singapore politics. 

When Mr Goh took over the reins as Singapore's 
second Prime Minister in 1990, many — from within the 
country and beyond — wondered aloud if the young 
country would survive without Lee Kuan Yew. But he 
confounded naysayers and led Singapore for 14 years 
through recessions, terrorist attacks, electoral setbacks 
and even a mysterious virus. He introduced some of the 
country's most controversial policies, including the 
foreign talent scheme and formula for ministerial salaries, 
while at the same time advancing a kinder and gentler 
Singapore with the likes of MediFund and Edusave. 

Chasing the Ghost: Nobelist Fred Reines and the Neutrino
By Leonard A Cole (Rutgers University) 

Read the full review here: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01318-y
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/12125

"Chasing the Ghost nicely describes how successful the derring-do attitude of individual researchers can be. 
Reines variously comes across as endearing, admirable and irritating. He could alarm his team by tugging on 
cables to test electronics as he whistled his way through a lab, and was quick to over-interpret results. But he was 
a hands-off, respectful lab chief who addressed his team with old-fashioned formality as 'Mr' (they seem to have 
all been men) — even as he ignored their rights to holidays. Those interviewed all tell how they fell under his 
spell, and worked hard to please him. One anecdote has him on one knee, singing an aria at a party. Unlike his 
neutrinos, it seems, Reines was always an unmistakable presence."

Nature, 2021
Ask the Author: “What was the reason that led you to write this book?”

Leonard Cole: I have long been enthralled by science and have written extensively about the intersection of science and public policy. Fred 
Reines was my older cousin and for years after his death in 2008, I thought about his great scientific achievements and his exciting persona, 
which led to my writing this book. During my research, I was awed as I learned more about his varied talents and met numerous colleagues 
who extolled his scientific acumen and spirited leadership. I hope these inspirational findings will bring as much pleasure to the reader as 
they have to me.
 
This excerpt was adapted from the transcript of the book launch of Chasing the Ghost. 
To watch the full webinar, visit https://youtu.be/X9RrJJMDRHM

As reviewed in Nature!

From left: Ms Doreen Liu, Group Managing Director, World Scientific, Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong, Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, and Mr Peh Shing Huei, author of Standing Tall 
(May 2021).

Cont'd on page 3
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Webinar Explores Gastronomy and Scientific Research 

“I think there should be more collaboration between social 
scientists and people who actually work with food and 
different aspects of food.” 

Prof Massimiano Bucchi

Where few may connect gastronomy and the art of cooking with 
scientific research, World Scientific’s book launch webinar for Prof 
Massimiano Bucchi’s new book, Newton's Chicken: Science in the 
Kitchen, explored the intriguing links between science and the 
kitchen. 

In his witty introduction, Prof Bucchi attributed inspiration for 
the book to a popular Italian television programme in the 1990s, 
Superquark, La Scienza in Cucina as well as the rise of molecular 
gastronomy. Both Prof Bucchi and guest speaker Prof Davide Cassi 
remarked upon how science and cooking used advantages inherent 
in the other’s arena to boost its status in relation to the general public. 
“Now we are living in a world (that is) in some sense too specialized, 
so these new relationships between science and cooking is a good 
way to change this situation of over specialization.”

Participants’ avid interest in the 
intriguing links between scientific research 
and gastronomy was evident in the wide 
range of questions posed in the Q&A 
session. Summarizing his thoughts at the 
end of the session, Prof Bucchi remarked 
that “we should never forget that science, 
in a different but similar way to literature 
and music, is also something that can be 
enjoyed for the sake of enjoyment and 
cultural enrichment.”

Seventy people attended the webinar 
where the author Massimiano Bucchi 
presented his book content followed by Q&A session.

To watch this webinar, visit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0VfFY_I0OWA 

https://www.worldscientific.com 
worldscibooks/10.1142/11970

During the COVID-19 lockdown, World Scientific hosted many digital and on-site events such as ...

Social Science HighlightsWebinars and Book Launches

Webinar: Beyond Party Politics: The 
Private and People Sectors in the 2020s
This webinar introduced the book “Journey 
in Blue – A Peek into the Workers’ Party of 
Singapore” and discussed the changing 
roles of the private sector and civil society 
in Singapore’s political landscape. 

 

Webinar: The Book Launch of Life and 
Work in Post-Soviet Russia
This event was a launch for the book “Life 
and Work in Post-Soviet Russia”. It featured 
many eminent guest speakers such as 
Ambassador Ong Keng Yong and His 
Excellency Andrey Tatarinov, Russian 
Ambassador to Singapore.

Webinar: Kopi Talk: Literary Pioneers 
of Aukang
Shawn Seah introduced his new book, My 
Father’s Kampung: A History of Aukang and 
Punggol. The author discussed his personal 
stories as an Aukang resident, as well as the 
inspiration behind his works. Robert Yeo 
and Eric Tinsay Valles featured as guest 
speakers. 

Book launch: Official Launch of Standing 
Tall: The Goh Chok Tong Years 
This event launched the book “Standing 
Tall”. It was a hybrid event with invited 
guests hosted at the National Gallery, and 
an online livestream open to the public. 
PM Lee Hsien Loong was our guest-of-
honour.  

Webinar: Panel Discussion: Abdullah bin 
Abdul Kadir Munshi  
This webinar was a talk on the book 
“Abdullah bin Abdul Kadir Munshi” and 
discussion on the life of Abdullah Munshi 
by eminent historians Dr Farish A Noor, 
Prof John Miksic, Dr Azhar Ibrahim and 
Tengku Sri Indra.   

Webinar: China and the World Forum: A 
Dialogue about China and the World in 
the 21st Century  
This webinar was a dialogue between 
Professor Zhiqun Zhu and Professor Da 
Hsuan Feng on the major challenges facing 
China and the world in context of 21st 
century developments. It featured our 
“China and the World” journal.
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The unchartered post-Cold War world which Mr Goh stepped 
into posed challenges to the new leader, yet he not only cemented 
but also expanded Singapore's global space and stature. As part 
of Mr Goh’s approach to diplomacy, he was known to build 
personal ties with other world leaders and come up with big 
ideas. 

This book is a sequel to Tall Order: The Goh Chok Tong Story, 
Volume 1. 

In attendance were 43 distinguished guests, including former 
President of Singapore, Dr Tony Tan, and his wife. 

Cont'd from page 1

Guest of Honour PM Lee Hsien Loong congratulates ESM Goh on 
the launch of his book.

Book Launch: Science Research Writing 
(Second Edition)            

This webinar is about the second edition of 
our bestselling writing guide and pertains to 
the book Science Research Writing for native 
and non-native speakers of English (2nd ed). 
The author discussed the best approach to 
writing academic papers, as well as how 
science communication has changed since 
the publication of the successful first edition.

Book Launch: Living the Corporate Purpose: 
Insights from Companies in Asia

The authors, Prof Chong & Dr Joseph, and 
special guest, Prof De Meyer took the 
audience through a discussion on how 
companies in Asia are incorporating purpose 
into their journey.

Book Launch: At the Human Edge

This webinar is  about the adaptive 
physiological responses that our bodies 
undergo as we push it to the limits in 
extreme sports and natural environments 
and pertains to the book At the Human 
Edge: The Limits of Human Physiology and 
Performance. The author and his guest 
talked about their experiences in partaking 
in sports and activities after sustaining an injury.

Book Launch: An Introduction to Machine 
Learning in Quantitative Finance

The guest speakers, Dr Terry Lyons and Dr 
Lukasz Szpruch and the authors, Dr Hao Ni, 
Dr Xin Dong, Dr Jinsong Zheng and Mr 
Guangxi Yu shared their insights into the 
future of machine learning in quantitative 
finance.
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Book launch: Soul of Ink   
This event launched the book “Soul of Ink: 
Lim Tze Peng at 100”. It was be a hybrid 
event with invited guests hosted at The Arts 
House, and an online livestream open to 
the public. PM Lee Hsien Loong was our 
guest-of-honour.

Book launch: Government in Business: 
Leading or Lagging? 
This event launched the book “Government 
in Business: Leading or Lagging?” along 
with a panel discussion on the topic. The 
author gave an introduction and Minister 
Chan Chun Sing delivered the keynote 
address. 

Webinar: Liberalism Unveiled: Forging a 
New Third Way in Singapore  
This webinar was an introduction to the 
book “Liberalism Unveiled: Forging a New 
Third Way in Singapore”. Author Bryan 
Cheang gave a short lecture on his critiques 
of Singapore’s political status quo and its 
mainstream criticisms. Professor Razeen 
Sally featured as a guest speaker.  

Book launch: Sembang Ilmu Series — 
Understanding Our Past, Building for the 
Future: Malay Youths and History Making 
This event introduced the book “Beyond 
Bicentennial: Perspectives on Malays”. It 
was a conversation between prominent 
Malay leaders and Malay youth repre-
sentatives about the continued relevance of 
history and its value add to the future.
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Reviews

Has Asia Lost It? 
Dynamic Past, Turbulent Future
By Vasuki Shastry (Chatham House, UK) 

"Has Asia Lost It?: Dynamic Past, Turbulent Future” by Vasuki Shastry argues that while Asia's reckoning 
may have been the subject of speculation before the pandemic, Covid-19 has made that inevitable. 
Inspired by Dante's Inferno, Shastry challenges conventional thinking about Asia’s place in the world by 
taking readers on a journey through modern Asia's eight circles of hell spanning issues in domestic and 
international politics, economics, social structures, and urban planning.

This book has received significant media attention with features in Bloomberg, The Straits Times and 
Business Times:
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/
articles/2021-05-02/what-asia-s-elite-thought-
leadership-mafia-is-missing-from-the-
street?sref=FiLfbRnr

https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/life-culture/
has-asia-lost-it-rethinking-the-
region%E2%80%99s-future

Number Theory and Its Applications II 
By Hailong Li (Weinan Normal University, China), Fuhuo Li (Sanmenxia SuDa Transportation 
Energy Saving Technology Co., Ltd., China), Nianliang Wang (Shangluo University, China), 
Shigeru Kanemitsu (Kyushu Institute of Technology, Japan) 
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10753

"The book is well readable — the transition between elementary basic subjects and advanced ones is 
very smooth and in some sense effortless. The text is attended with large number of examples and 45 
exercises (most of them with solutions). In aid of interested reader the book contains very rich bibliography 
— 317 titles … The book can used as a basis for courses in analytic number theory given to students 
studying mathematics or more applied subjects."

zbMATH

China Reconnects: 
Joining a Deep-rooted Past to a New World Order 
By Gungwu Wang (National University of Singapore) 

https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/11207

"The book is engaging, informative, and provocative and can profitably be read by undergraduates 
and professors alike. You do not have to agree with the dean of China studies to learn from him."

China Review International 

Media Feature

https://www.straitstimes.com/life/
arts/review-book-exposes-asias-
underlying-fault-lines

https://www.straitstimes.com/life/
arts/book-review-has-asia-lost-it-
bursts-the-bubble

Vasuki Shastry and the book have also been featured on podcasts by Inside Asia and DBS:

https://www.insideasiapodcast.com/has-asia-
lost-it/

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6xRykm2uYmg

Shastry challenges conventional thinking about Asia's place in the world and the book is essential reading 
for those with an interest in the continent's future.

https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/12240
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https://www.straitstimes.com/life/
arts/review-book-exposes-asias-
underlying-fault-lines

https://www.straitstimes.com/life/
arts/book-review-has-asia-lost-it-
bursts-the-bubble

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6xRykm2uYmg

What Our Authors Say

We have been publishing for 40 years. To celebrate this occasion, we spoke to some 
of our authors on their experience of publishing with us.

Roger Mayne 
(Professor Emeritus at the State University of 
New York at Buffalo) 

“My World Scientific editors have been very 
easy to work with. All of the activities are 
coordinated by very pleasant email exchanges. 
Naturally, the final product of my efforts and 
theirs is the book itself. And I've been very 
pleased with the results. Great cover graphics 
and quality volumes of both hardcover and 
paperback form. Certainly, if you're looking 
for a publisher, consider World Scientific.”

Watch his testimonial here

Donald Siegel 
(Professor of Public Policy and Management 
and Director of the School of Public Affairs at 
Arizona State University) 

“It's just been a delight to work with the great 
people at World Scientific. I strongly 
recommend perspective prospective authors, 
prospective editors to work with World 
Sc ient i f ic .  As  someone who s tudies 
entrepreneurship, and innovation, I think they 
are both entrepreneurial, and innovative. So 
every time I come to them with an idea, 
they've been very flexible. So if you are a 
prospective editor and you want a publisher 
that is innovative, entrepreneurial, and 
effective, you can't choose a better one than 
World Scientific.”

Watch his testimonial here

Tommy Koh 
(Institute of Policy Studies, Singapore) 

“World Scientific Publishing is recognised as 
one of the best in its field. It has expanded 
its range beyond science to include the social 
sciences and the humanities. It has a 
corporate presence in its home base, 
Singapore, as well as in China, Europe and 
America. The story of WSPC vindicates my 
view that, in spite of our small size, Singapore 
can produce global champions.”.

Ronald Mendelsohn 
(Yale University) 

“World Scientific has done a very good job 
of editing so that the work is free of errors. 
And they've also done an excellent job of 
doing color figures. It turns out economic 
journals are a little stingy, about color figures. 
They think black and white should be enough. 
But when you're actually doing very 
complicated geological, geographical 
analyses where you actually show complex 
maps. It's very difficult to convey that 
information in black and white. So one of the 
things that World Scientific has been very 
good at, is allowing authors to use color and 
they do a good job of reproducing color 
figures. So the journal (Climate Change 
Economics) has been quite successful.”

Ahmed H. Zewail 
(California Institute of Technology) 

“Over the years, I have personally enjoyed 
the professional interactions with World 
Scientific, and in every case I was impressed 
by the care and promptness. This was evident 
in the books we have published with World 
Scientific.”

Claude Cohen-Tannoudji 
(Departement de Physique de L’ecole 
Normale Superieure Laboratorie Kastler 
Brossel France) 

“The quality of the books, the professionalism 
of the editors in finding authors and 
dissemination of the books all over the world 
at competitive and reasonable prices are very 

high. I am sure World Scientific will continue 
to serve efficiently the international scientific 
community by providing easy access to the 
most important achievements of Science.”

Yang Chen-Ning 
(Tsinghua University, Beijing) 

“I well remember my misgivings when you 
told me about your ideas of establishing a 
publishing company in Singapore. Since that 
time all your friends in physics have watched 
with amazement the rapid growth of your 
company, fulfilling your early insight and 
vision.”

Watch his testimonial here
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Recent International Book Awards

Congratulations to Professor Martin Karplus, Nobel Laureate in 
Chemistry, for his title “Spinach on the Ceiling: The Multifaceted Life 
of a Theoretical Chemist”, which has been awarded the 2021 Nautilus 
Award Silver Winner for the Science and Cosmology category.

Spinach on the Ceiling is an autobiography by Martin Karplus, 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry. In his autobiography, Karplus describes 
how his optimistic outlook and belief in himself helped him 
overcome setbacks in his research and to continue on a path that 
other scientists considered futile, to eventually develop a methodology 
that is now at the heart of chemistry and structural biology. At 90 
years old, Karplus is still active in research at Harvard University 
where he is emeritus professor. He is currently working on developing 
a permanent vaccine for influenza, funded by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

 The Nautilus Award represents Better Books for a Better World.  
Nautilus’s core mission is to celebrate and honor books that support 
conscious living & green values, high-level wellness, positive social 
change & social justice, and spiritual growth.

Learn more about the book at 
https://doi.org/10.1142/q0238

Spinach on the Ceiling 
By Martin Karplus (Harvard University, USA & Université de 
Strasbourg, France) 

Loop Quantum Gravity for Everyone 
By Rodolfo Gambini (University of the Republic, Uruguay),  
Jorge Pullin (Louisiana State University, USA)

Loop quantum gravity is one of the main contenders to unify 
Einstein's general theory of relativity and quantum mechanics, 
therefore providing a quantum theory of gravity. If these words do 
not mean much to you, do not worry, we will define them in simple 
terms.

This book describes loop quantum gravity and its applications 
to cosmology, black holes and spin foams without using formulas. 
It is concise and has a light style that makes for easy reading yet 
covering many of the cutting-edge developments in the field. It also 
addresses some of the controversies that surround these topics as 
they are incomplete science.

Book Award by One of the Most Important 
International Publishing Magazines — CHOICE

2021 Nautilus Award Silver Winner for the 
Science and Cosmology
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Books Translated to Other Languages

Recently Translated Titles

W e at World Scientific are dedicated to promoting our titles and 

authors worldwide. We work with many prestigious rights 

partners. For example, Springer Spektrum (Germany), Maruzen 

Co. Ltd. (Japan), China Science Publishing & Media Ltd. (CSPM), University 

Press of Quebec (Canada), Chungbum Publishing Co. (South Korea), Fondo 

De Cultura Economica (Mexico) and so on. Up to now, we have had more than 

900 books translated into other languages. Our titles have been translated into 

32 languages and you can find them in Albanian, Arabic, Bengali, Burmese, 

Catalan, Simplified Chinese, Traditional Chinese, Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, 

German, Greek, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 

Lithuanian, Macedonian, Malay, Persian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, 

Serbian, Spanish, Thai, Turkish and Vietnamese.

TRADITIONAL CHINESE 
•  China’s Change: The Greatest Show on Earth

SIMPLIFIED CHINESE
•  Machine Learning — A Journey to Deep Learning:                    
    With Exercises and Answers

•  Science Communication: An Introduction 

•  Problem-Solving Strategies in Mathematics: From   
    Common Approaches to Exemplary Strategies

•  Understanding Voltammetry (Third Edition) 

•  Science Research Writing (Third Edition)

KOREAN 
•  Nanopore Sequencing: An Introduction 

JAPANESE
•  Origin And Evolution of the Universe: From Big   
   Bang to Exobiology (Second Edition)

BENGALI
•  First of Everything

•  Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali: The Accidental Doctor

•  Our Folktales: The All-Time Favourite Folktales 
   of Asia

SPANISH
•  Future of Homo
•  Loop Quantum Gravity for Everyone 

HUNGARIAN
•  Start-Up Thailand: The Entrepreneurs’ Journey

•  The End of Competition: The Impact of the 
    Network Economy 

TURKISH
•  Theory and Problems for Chemistry Olympiad:                
    Challenging Concepts in Chemistry

•  Science Communication: An Introduction 

RUSSIAN
•  Algorithms in Differential Diagnosis: How to   
   Approach Common Presenting Complaints in Adult  
    Patients, for Medical Students and Junior Doctors
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WS Education

WS Education Announces a New and Innovative Content-Rich Tool 
Focusing on Education and Children. 

WS Education is dedicated to developing the highest quality of 
children’s and educational print & digital books for children, 
youth, parents and families worldwide. We are passionate about 
promoting Asian-themed children’s books and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and learning through 
engaging stories. Through our products, we aim to develop 
curiosity and a sense of discovery in children. Our goal is to 
make Asian and Science themes accessible and relevant to 
children, and to equip them with STEM resources for their 
education. 

The First of Everything by Nury 
Vittachi won Best Education Title at 
the Singapore Book Awards 2019, 
Panjang: The Tall Boy Who Became 
Prime Minister by Peh Shing Huei was 
shortlisted for the Hedwig Anuar 
Children’s Book Award 2020 and the 
World of Science comic series became 
WS Education’s first titles on 
the national bestseller list in 
2021. 

This year, we have partnered with the 
AR publishing platform SnapLearn, to 
equip most  of  our  t i t les  wi th 
Augmented Reality (AR) elements. 
Children will be able to use a free 
downloadable app to scan pages in 
WS Education's books to access 
bonus material, quizzes, animation 
videos and 3D models of the content, 
thereby adding an extra dimension to 
their reading and learning experience.
From engag ing  comic s  w i t h 
Augmented Reality functions to books 
that explain difficult concepts in simple and fascinating ways, 
readers will be challenged in their understanding of science, 
space and more! 

For more information on our current and forthcoming titles, 
please visit us at https://worldscientificedu.com

Shortlisted

World of Science book series
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/9789811233678)

World of Science book series
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/9789811233678)

https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/12170

https://worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/11105 https://worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/11653 

https://worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/11992

https://worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/11935

I’m a Little Scientist book series
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/9789811235931)

Pop! Lit for Kids book series
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/9789811237683
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