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Remembering Nobel Laureate and
World Scientific author, Philip E Anderson
(1923–2020)

W

orld Scientific mourns the loss of Nobel Laureate, Dr Philip E
Anderson. Co-winner of the 1977 Nobel Prize in Physics for his
“fundamental theoretical investigations of the electronic structure of
magnetic and disordered systems,” the former Physics Professor Emeritus
of Princeton passed away on 29 March 2020 (Sunday) at the age of 96. A
treasured partner and author of World Scientific, Dr Anderson’s scientific
legacies include contributions to the theories of localization, anti-ferromagnetism, symmetry breaking, and high-temperature super-conductivity.
To honour Professor Anderson’s work, World Scientific has made a selection
of his publications with us free-to-access until 30 April 2020, including a
chapter of his latest collection of reflections and essays, More and Different:
Notes from a Thoughtful Curmudgeon.
For links and more information about his work, visit https://www.
worldscientific.com/do/10.1142/news20200331.567620/full/ or
our website.

World Scientific’s Response to COVID-19

C

OVID-19 has posed unprecedented challenges to individuals
and communities around the world. World Scientific is doing
its part through the following initiatives:
• Supporting our Authors and the Global Research Community
As a leading academic publisher, World Scientific is committed to
supporting the global research and teaching community through
providing our authors, editorial board members and existing users
continued access to research resources despite the challenges posed
by COVID-19.
1. Authors will be provided with personal digital access to ALL
World Scientific journal articles published from 2001, until June
30, 2020
2. Existing library customers will receive an automatic upgrade of
their journal access to one that includes ALL World Scientific
journal content published from 2001, until June 30, 2020
3. ProQuest Ebook Central and EBSCOHost customers will get
automatic upgrades to unlimited concurrent access (from single
user or 3U) on your World Scientific e-books through mid-June,
2020

4. World Scientific ebooks that were
p u rch a s e d by l i b ra r i e s o n
OverDrive prior to March 1,
2020 have been converted to
simultaneous access titles. These
ebooks have been upgraded to an
unlimited checkout model through
April 30.
5. World Scientific is the first publisher
from Singapore to sign the
Wellcome Trust pledge. As a
signatory, World Scientific will
maintain unlimited free access to
research relevant to COVID-19 for the duration of the
outbreak.  We are proud to contribute content on our
platforms to current research efforts. World Scientific’s Response
to COVID-19 webpage provides full access to relevant research
and is updated regularly as new publications are released.
Continues on page 2

Company News
World Scientific Authors Clinch 2019 Nobel Prizes

Prof. John B. Goodenough

Prof. M. Stanley Whittingham

W

orld Scientific celebrates the success of four of its authors
who were awarded the prestigious 2019 Nobel Prizes in
Chemistry, Physics and Physiology or Medicine.
Professor John B. Goodenough and Professor M. Stanley
Whittingham were awarded the 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry
"for the development of lithium-ion batteries. "One half of the Nobel
Prize in Physics 2019 was awarded to Professor James Peebles "for
theoretical discoveries in physical cosmology" while Professor
Gregg L. Semenza was awarded the 2019 Nobel Prize in Physiology

Cont'd from page 1

Prof. James Peebles

Prof. Gregg L. Semenza

or Medicine "for discoveries of how cells sense and adapt to oxygen
availability."
Readers interested in the  work of  our  distinguished authors
may access their publications through links provided in the
following press releases:
https://www.worldscientific.com/do/10.1142/
news20191008.418696/full/
https://www.worldscientific.com/do/10.1142/
news20191009.922458/full/)

World Scientific’s Response to COVID-19

• DIsseminating Information on COVID-19 through Our Publications
1. APBN special issue on COVID-19
APBN’s special issue on COVID-19 compiles critical information
on the outbreak in a single volume. Summarising the latest scientific
developments and perspectives from different countries, it presents
a picture of the virus and disease that is relevant for the general
public, healthcare professionals, researchers and students. Of
particular note are the contribution from Professor Lawrence Lau
(The Chinese University of Hong Kong & Stanford University) &
Yanyan Xiong (Zhejiang University) and the exclusive interview
with Professor Wang Linfa (Duke-NUS Medical School).
2. Prevention and Control of COVID-19
As part of World Scientific’s contribution to combating the
COVID-19 pandemic, we will be giving away the electronic version
of our book “Prevention and Control of COVID-19”, co-published
with China-based World Century Publishing Corporation.

Written by Professor Wenhong
Zhang, head of the Shanghai
COVID-19 Medical Treatment
Expert Team, this timely guide
allows readers to learn from the
Chinese experience at the
forefront of the Covid-19 prevention. Offering comprehensive
guidance on ways to minimise
the spread of the virus in different
places as well as scenario-based
strategies, it addresses questions
and doubts about the virus while
dispelling myths.
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/11834

Company News
World Scientific Launches Topology & Physics
in Honour of the late Sir Michael Atiyah

Professor Yang-Hui He (left) and one of the contributing authors, Professor Nick
Manton (right) at the launch held on the 16th April, at City, University of London.
Photo: World Scientific

World Scientific’s successful launches of Topology and Physics served
as tributes to the late Professor Sir Michael Atiyah, a towering figure in
the field whose influence was inestimable. The first launch on 16 April
2019, at City, University of London, attracted over 60 attendees from

the London mathematics community. The event opened with introductory
remarks by the Dean of the college, Professor Raj Kumar and co-editor
of the book, Professor Yang-Hui He. Professor Minhyong Kim of Oxford
University and Professor Nick Manton of Cambridge University — both
contributing authors — presented accounts of their work in the book
and shared their memories of Professor Sir Michael Atiyah.
The second launch on 17 May 2019, hosted by the Mathematical
Institute at the University of Oxford, was a cosy event. Professor Sir
Roger Penrose delivered charming personal recollections of Sir Michael
Atiyah and an update on the progress of quantum gravity research
which featured in the chapter he contributed.
World Scientific’s Michael Beale
concluded the events with general
introductions about World Scientific,
promotions of the book and its relevance
to the scientific community. Participants in
both events had fruitful discussions during
the post-launch wine reception.
Topology and Physics edited by Chen
Ning Yang, Mo-Lin Ge and Yang-Hui He.
Photo: World Scientific

https://doi.org/10.1142/11217

Erling Norrby Launches His Latest Book
at the Nobel Museum
On October 3, Erling Norrby launched his fourth book on Nobel Prizes
at the Nobel Museum in Stockholm. Entitled Nobel Prizes: Cancer,
Vision and the Genetic Code, the book mainly focuses on the prizes
in physiology or medicine 1966-68. Like his previous books, it has
been written with use of the world-unique Nobel archives.
The event gathered around 80 guests, representing all different
Nobel Organizations, the Karolinska Institute and the Nobel family as
well as relatives and friends. In a short presentation, the author
presented the major content of the book. The content ranged from a
presentation on the development of cancer research prior to the 1966
prize, to a description of the important developments afterwards.
A particular emphasis was given to the relative role of different
viruses in the disease process. Hereafter, the conditions which allow
us to see colours and in the penumbrae as
revealed by the 1967 recipients of the
prize in physiology or medicine was
referred to. The1968 prize, presented last,
is one of the most important ever, since it
presents the language that life on Earth has
used ever since its beginning. The impact
of the contribution was highlighted by the
impressive number of nominations of the
number one candidate, 15% of the total.
The complete triplet code was revealed

Author Erling Norrby at the book signing session. Photo: World Scientific

during the six years, 1960-66. Since the prize was given already in
1968, the Karolinska Institute came close to fulfilling the specification
in Alfred Nobel's will "to the one who during the previous year...".
After the presentation, guests enjoyed a reception along with author
book signings. A thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Readers interested in Norrby's latest work may access
it via this link https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/11421

Publishing Highlights
Professor Gungwu Wang Launches New Book, China Reconnects

(Left to right) Ms Doreen Liu, Group Director of World Scientific; Professor Chan Heng Chee, Ambassadorat-Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Professor K K Phua, Chairman of World Scientific; Professor Gungwu
Wang, Chairman of the East Asia Institute, National University of Singapore; unveiling the cover of China
Reconnects: Joining A Deep-rooted past to a new world order. Photo: World Scientific
On September 8, 2019, Professor Gungwu Wang’s new book China
Reconnects: Joining a Deep-rooted Past to a New World Order
was launched in Singapore. Professor Heng Chee Chan,
Ambassador-at-Large with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the
event’s guest-of-honour.
Based on the research approach of analysing China’s future
from historical perspective, Professor Wang evaluates today’s China
as it positions itself as a confident country, and how it learns from
the developed world and history, to build a new modern
civilisation. The new book describes the importance of history to
China and its people. China must find solutions to the challenges
that ensue, especially when the United States is committed to

maintaining its dominant position in the world order.
During the book launch, Ambassador Chan mentioned in her
speech that this book will help readers understand how China will
behave as a great power and how it will try to reshape the world
order. She described China as "a sweet gourd wrapped in a
mysterious riddle” in the perspective of Western countries and
suggested China’s history as a possible key to solving it. The book
launch attracted nearly 200 participants, with a 40-minute Q&A
session. Professor Wang also shared about his research experience
and his interpretation of the Sino-US relations.
https://doi.org/10.1142/11207

World Scientific Publication Makes List of
FT Business Books of the Month
Entrusted: Stewardship for Responsible Wealth Creation, by Boon Hwee
Ong and Mark Goyder has made the list of the Financial Times’ business
books of the month of October.
Advocating stewardship as the middle path between the current
orthodoxies of shareholder domination and stakeholder theory, the authors
envision stewardship as the solution that ‘offers the best of both worlds’
where directors are duty-bound to oversee the long-term success of the
company.
According to the FT reviewer, current developments should create a
“demand for any book that explores alternative models” and the book “is
a timely call to rediscover the path to more sustainable capitalism.”
https://doi.org/10.1142/11480

Publishing Highlights
News on Chinese Version of China's Change’s Publication
Gains More Than Half a Million Views Within a Few Minutes

China’s Change: The Greatest Show on
Earth by Hugh Peyman (Yao Peiwen).
Photo: World Scientific

China’s Change: The Greatest Show on Earth won praises
locally and abroad when it was published last year. It was
selected as part of the “Writing on China by Foreigners”
project, an important component of China’s National Silk
Road Publishing Program and won the “Most Influential
Works Award” at the Sharjah International Book Fair.
The Chinese version, Zhongguo jubian: Diqiu shang
zui weida de biange 《中国巨变：地球上最伟大的变革》,
was translated by the People's Publishing House and
published as one of the key books for the 70th anniversary
of China's founding. On September 19, the Xinhua News
Agency’s Chinese news app released news on the book.
As of 10:00 pm on the same day, the number of views had
exceeded 500,000.
The Chinese version of China's Change: The Greatest
Show on Earth focuses on China’s reform and opening-up
over a span of almost 40 years. It includes objective and
vivid descriptions of China’s great changes, with detailed
data and classical examples; highly evaluating China’s
adoption of change which allowed 700 million people to

be lifted out of poverty; cultivating 250 million middle
classes and solving the employment issues of 900 million
people, leading to his conclusion of it as the greatest
change on planet. In addition, he proposed that the main
cause of China’s great change attributes to the Chinesestyle of thinking, in dealing and managing changes. It also
analyses the Chinese-style of thinking from three different
areas —goals, means and people, concluding with 20
basic concepts as the main factors that resulted in China’s
great changes. The factors include harmony, stability,
moderation, long-term planning, 360-degree view,
vigilance in times of peace, education, self-criticism and
more. Written by expert on Chinese affairs, Hugh Peyman
(Peiwen Yao), the original version in English was published
by the World Scientific in June 2018 and has been
distributed electronically and in print.
Readers who have yet to purchase the original English
version of the book may access it via this link
https://www.worldscientific.com/
worldscibooks/10.1142/10748

Publishing Highlights
World Scientific Publishing Wins Best Education Title
at the Singapore Book Awards

Chua Hong Koon (center of stage, on the right) receiving the Best Education Title award on behalf of World Scientific Publishing.
Photo: World Scientific

On 3 Oct 2019, the Singapore Book Publishers Association held
their annual Singapore Book Awards to recognise the best in local
book publishing. Winners are decided by a panel of judges
comprising writers, academics, book distributors and other industry
insiders.
World Scientific Publishing took home the Best Education Title
at the Singapore Book Awards for Nury Vittachi's book The First
of Everything. The book, published in October 2018, is a collection
of 50 true stories of discovery to teach children research skills in
a fun and modern way — introducing young readers to concepts
such as fake news. World Scientific has recently ventured into
children's literature and this is the first time the publisher has won
an award in a category targeted towards children. Upcoming

EXPLORE OUR
LATEST ASIAN STUDIES
COLLECTION

children's books include a story
b a s e d o n G o h C h o k To n g ' s
childhood, titled Panjang: The Tall
Boy Who Became Prime Minister,
and a picture book series titled
Amazing Asians, which will
explore the lives of inspirational
men and women from 12 different
Asian countries, with each book
focusing on a different
personality.
https://doi.org/10.1142/11105

Publishing Highlights
World Scientific Author Abdus Salam the subject of HBO Film

An HBO film explores the life of Abdus Salam, the first Muslim
scientist to win a Nobel Prize. The documentary “Salam, The First
****** Nobel Laureate” is now available on Netflix.
Salam’s work in particle physics was a step towards unifying
the fundamental laws of nature and led to the discovery of Higgs
boson. However, the late physicist was shunned in his home
country, Pakistan, where the Ahmadi Muslim community he

belonged to were persecuted by the government and forbidden
by law from practising their faith.
World Scientific published two of Salam’s books, From a Life of
Physics and Supergravities in Diverse Dimensions. Check out these
two books and more titles by Nobel laureates here:
https://www.worldscientific.com/page/nobel2018

World Scientific Proudly Presents
New Book on Solar Power
Solar Power Finance Without the Jargon by Jenny Chase was
launched on September 16, 2019, in London. Author Jenny Chase,
head of solar analysis at financial information provider
BloombergNEF, has been tracking solar price, demand, technology
and investment since 2006 and aims to write the book she should
have read as a student wanting to work in clean energy.
The solar power industry is growing remarkably fast
worldwide, with over 100GW installed for the first time in 2018
and over 120GW expected in 2019. This is largely driven by
ra p i d l y d r o p p i n g c o s t s a n d
increasing competitiveness of solar
electricity with gas and coal in
many countries, almost regardless
of action on climate change. Over
the past decade, the price of solar
modules has fallen over 90% and
the big challenges for solar power
have moved beyond the cost of
electricity to much bigger questions
about the future of electricity.
Solar Power Finance Without
the Jargon introduces key concepts

Jenny Chase sharing on key concepts of the new book. Photo: World Scientific

in finance and renewable energy and provides a readable
introduction to the world of business as it applies to solving the
energy portion of climate change. It covers startup culture from a
personal angle, some less successful examples of solar companies
with candid interviews of the founders, and explanations of
concepts like levelised cost of energy, the power markets and the
experience curve.
https://doi.org/10.1142/q0219

Notable Titles and Reviews
Size Really Does Matter
The Nanotechnology Revolution

Carbon Materials:
Science and Applications

https://doi.org/10.1142/q0197 | March 2019.
Pages: 236

https://doi.org/10.1142/10487 | March 2019.
Pages: 384

By Colm Durkan
(University of Cambridge, UK)

By Deborah D L Chung (University at
Buffalo, The State University of New
York, USA)

"The text is lightly written but,
underneath the entertaining gloss of
anecdote and personal detail, this is
actually an intensely serious and
carefully constructed book, aimed at
informing the educated public about
science in general and nanotechnology
in particular. It is attractively produced, with innumerable wellcaptioned coloured images … To my mind, Colm Durkan has
succeeded in combining the accessible style of the best science
journalists with the authority and vision that come from being a
successful scientist and an expert in his field."

"The numerous illustrations make this
book very useful for anyone attempting
to make these materials. Common
practices are illustrated along with
d e t a i l s a n d i l l u s t ra t i o n s o f t h e
equipment used to process the materials
make this a very useful reference book for working professionals
as well as a suitable textbook for undergraduate and graduate
materials science students."
IEEE Electrical Insulation Magazine

Contemporary Physics
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10487
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/Q0197

How to Build a Dragon or Die Trying:
A Satirical Look at Cutting-Edge
Science

The Soviet Atomic Project:
How the Soviet Union Obtained
the Atomic Bomb

https://doi.org/10.1142/11104 | July 2019.
Pages: 252

https://doi.org/10.1142/10865 | October 2018.
Pages: 784

By Paul Knoepfler (University of
California, Davis, USA) and
Julie Knoepfler (Davis High School,
California, USA)

By Lee G Pondrom (University of
Wisconsin-Madison, USA)
"Political intrigue, the arms race, early
developments of nuclear science,
espionage and more are all present in
this gripping book … The book is crisply
written and well worth the read. The
text includes a number of translated
segments of official documents plus
extracts from memoirs of some of the people involved. So,
although Pondrom sprinkles his opinions throughout, there is
sufficient material to permit readers to make their own
judgements."

"This co-authored book explores how
advances in cell biology, CRISPR gene
editing and bioengineering might be
used to make a live dragon. The result
is a gloriously tongue-in-check scientific epic … How to Build a
Dragon or Die Trying is deliberately flamboyant and outrageous.
It’s also funny and smart. Far from a how-to guide for ne’er-dowells to weaponize reptiles, it is designed to spark healthy
curiosity in anyone who enjoys a ripping good science read."
Nature

CERN
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/11104
https://www.worldscientific.com/worldscibooks/10.1142/10865
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