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Foreword
s40 C ongratulations on the 40th birthday of your brain 

child! 

I well remember my misgivings when you told 

me about your ideas of establishing a publishing company 

in Singapore 40 years ago. Since that time all your friends in 

physics have watched with amazement the rapid growth of your 

company, fulfilling your early insight and vision. 



40 b y  P r o f e s s o r  W a n g  G u n g w u  ( 王 赓 武 )

East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore 
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v   n40 rich network of scientists and technologists gave him insights 

into what was still possible in “special publishing zones” and he 

and Doreen zeroed in to provide what proved to be an essen-

tial service. With persistence and fine management, they ulti-

mately found the road to publishing success that we all now 

find so astonishing. 

By the time I met the Phuas, they had passed the point 

of confident growth in scientific publishing and were looking 

for new lands to conquer. Again, they moved into uncertain 

terrain to add the social sciences and humanities to their 

natural science list of books and journals. They were entering 

a very volatile market and K.K. had to build a new network. 

As I observed how he went about doing this, my admiration 

could only grow. He and Doreen ventured forth, first tenta-

tively and then with boldness I have rarely seen. It was a second 

start-up for their publishing house that saw them expanding 

their editorial and distribution networks across not only oceans 

but also academic disciplines. 

That is now history. With its subsidiaries and collaborators, 

notably the Nobel Foundation connection, and with their twelve 

international offices, World Scientific has gained a very strong 

foothold in the publishing world. Yet it continues to move into 

new areas, probing and experimenting into the digital age, 

never content with what has been achieved. No wonder the 

well-deserved Entrepreneur Award to Doreen in 2010 and the 

academic appreciation from the American Physical Society for 

K.K.’s contributions to science and knowledge transmission. 

Here I join with many friends and well wishers in congratulating 

World Scientific on its 40th Anniversary. Let there be more 

mountains for you to climb.

AA 
hundred years ago, anyone who loved reading could 

dream of starting a small publishing business. If 

you or your friends had a few manuscripts that you 

thought deserved to be published, the business did not need 

much capital and any book that sold a thousand copies would 

probably make the publisher some money. The push came from 

the public support for education. It began largely with school 

textbooks but quickly reached all levels of knowledge. Out of 

that surge in publishing came some of the big names in the 

industry that has advanced the world of learning. But nothing 

remains the same.

By 1981, the publishing world in Europe and the United 

States was in the midst of a major transformation. The 

age of small and medium-sized publishers was coming to 

an end. Large conglomerates, some of which had nothing 

to do with publishing, looked for profitable businesses to 

move into and decided that publishing could be more prof-

itable where there were economies of scale. They set about 

buying up large numbers of publishing houses with trusted 

and respectable brand-names that did not have the capital 

to expand. The large firms took them over and introduced 

the economies needed to make them more competitive as 

businesses.  

Thus, it was a brave decision that K.K. and Doreen Phua 

made to enter the industry at such a turbulent and uncertain 

period. Had I known them then, I would have revealed my 

skepticism and feared for the worst.

But here is where true entrepreneurship shows its magic. 

The intrepid couple had done their homework well. They had 

found an opening in the world of scientific publishing. K.K.’s 
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0I counted that almost 50 of my publications were 

printed in Singapore with World Scientific Publishing 

Company, and we had nothing but pleasant, 

quick, reliable and professional experiences. The 

quality of the resulting books and journals has been 

consistently outstanding. For scientists like me it has 

been important to ensure that our work became 

also accessible in developing countries at affordable 

prices. I am delighted to have this opportunity to 

thank K.K. Phua for his unrelenting efforts that led 

to this success.

Gerard ‘t Hooft
Nobel Laureate (Physics, 1999)

Theoretical physicist, Utrecht University, 

Netherlands

”
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40I commend Prof. K.K. Phua for his courage and 

foresight when starting World Scientific 40 years 

ago. My first book with World Scientific was published 

in 1995 by the then still “new and upcoming” 

publisher. My so far last book with World Scientific 

appears this very year, in September 2021. I greatly 

appreciate that Ms. Sook Cheng Lim, on behalf 

of World Scientific, remained in contact during all 

these years and efficiently guided the production 

of the two books. During the last decade, we 

relied on World Scientific for the publication of 

the Proceedings of the 23rd, 24th and 25th Solvay 

Conferences on Chemistry; these Conferences 

celebrate their centennial in 2022, and I look 

forward to an attractive volume of Anniversary 

Proceedings published by World Scientific. I wish 

World Scientific continued full success with their 

important service to the academic community.

Kurt Wüthrich
Nobel Laureate (Chemistry, 2002)

Professor of Biophysics, ETH Zürich,  

Switzerland, Scripps Research, USA 

and ShanghaiTech University, China

”
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40Congratulations to World Scientific on its 40th 

Anniversary. Also thanks for all the help I received 

in publishing my autobiography Spinach on the 

Ceiling. Best wishes for 40 more years.
Martin Karplus
Nobel Laureate (Chemistry, 2013)

Director of the Biophysical Chemistry 

Laboratory, French National Center for 

Scientific Research & the University of 

Strasbourg, France; Theodore William 

Richards Professor of Chemistry, 

emeritus, Harvard University, USA

”
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It is a great pleasure for me to congratulate World 

Scientific for its 40th Anniversary. I have been very 

impressed by its high-quality coverage of diverse 

fields of science. In particular, I have been impressed 

by the speed and the quality displayed by World 

Scientific editors in handling my book. This was so 

amazing compared to the service me and others 

received from other publishing houses. I am wishing 

World Scientific a great future in continuing to be 

a premier publishing company

Arieh Warshel
Nobel Laureate (Chemistry, 2013)

Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 

and Biology, University of Southern 

California, USA

” 0World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s
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0I am happy to take this occasion to congratulate 

World Scientific Publishing for a remarkable record 

of publishing and promoting research and scientific 

exposition for an astonishing forty years. The 

liveliness and continued relevance of all these 

publications is close to the heart of researchers and 

students all over the world.

Louis Kauffman 
Professor Emeritus, University of Illinois, 

USA

”4 Congratulatory Messages from Our Authors
s
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04Erling Norrby 
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm

Professor at the Center for History 

of Science at The Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences

”
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It has been my privilege and pleasure to collaborate 

with World Scientific Publishing (WSP) since more 

than ten years ago. This has led to the publication 

of four books; Nobel Prizes and Life Sciences (2010), 

Nobel Prizes and Nature's Surprises (2013), Nobel 

Prizes and Notable Discoveries (2016) and Nobel 

Prizes – Cancer, Vision and the Genetic Code (2019). 

The collaboration with editor Kim Tan and her 

colleagues has been remarkably swift and pleasant. 

By presenting the history of Nobel Prizes in the 

natural sciences WSP has taken a leading role in 

making an inventory of the remarkable growth of 

science through the 20th century. Material of great 

historical value will become available also into the 

future as it can be made accessible to scholars after 

50 years of secrecy. In addition to publishing such 

valuable historical material, WSP, since a few years 

in collaboration with the Nobel Foundation, is the 

publisher of the annual book volume The Nobel 

Prizes, which contains all the Nobel lectures and 

other material presenting the Nobel Prizes of the 

most recent year.

World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s
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11   n4 I was fortunate to become the editor-in-chief for 

two book series in Coastal and Ocean Engineering 

in late 1980s. Over the last thirty plus years, these 

book series have become the most important 

source of information and knowledge for students, 

researchers and practicing engineers.

It also is amazing to see that World Scientific 

Publishing has developed so many similar book 

series and journals in other Engineering fields.  

Congratulations to World Scientific Publishing 

on the happy occasion of your 40th anniversary.”

Philip L-F. Liu (刘立方)  
Distinguished Professor, 

National University of Singapore 

”



04I congratulate World Scientific Publishing Company 

on its 40th anniversary. 

I have recently published a paper in International 

Journal of Modern Physics B and was happy with 

the quick and efficient publication process. I have 

been also an editor of International Journal of 

Mathematics and Reviews in Mathematical Physics 

for 17 years each, and am glad at their great business 

of publishing important and interesting papers in 

mathematics and physics. 

I visited their main Singapore office in 2018 and 

this visit gave me a highly pleasant memory. My two 

meetings with Professor K. K. Phua in Singapore and 

Tokyo were both impressive experiences. I am sure 

that WSPC has made tremendous contributions 

to the international scientific community and will 

continue this eminent trend in the future.  I strongly 

believe its enterprise will further flourish for the 

next decade.

Yasu Kawahigashi  
Professor, University of Tokyo, Japan

”
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13   n4 Forty years ago, Dr. Phua and Doreen established 

World Scientific with an aim of efficient and low-cost 

scientific publications and a goal to promote science 

awareness and knowledge to society, particularly in 

the developing world. The name of your company 

sent a clear signal of your vision. For 40 years, World 

Scientific has pursued these ideals and accomplished 

them admirably. I warmly congratulate you on your 

high accomplishments.

Being an accelerator physicist, I cannot help 

noting its particular contributions to the field of 

accelerator science. World Scientific has played a 

critical role, publishing many high-quality books 

and journals in this field. I also know firsthand of 

your many generous contributions on several other 

activities in our community. Speaking for many 

of my colleagues, I also wish to thank you World 

Scientific for your contributions to the field of 

accelerator science.

Alex Chao (赵午)  
SLAC National Accelerator 

Laboratory, USA

”



04It is remarkable what World Scientific has achieved 

in its short 40 years. It offers an exceptional range 

of scientific books and publications with some highly 

specialised and others of broad interest. The quality 

of the books has always been very impressive and 

has set new standards for publications in science. 

From my experience, World Scientific makes things 

easy for book authors through excellent editorial 

advice and straightforward procedures. I am sure 

that World Scientific will continue to innovate and 

lead the field over the next 40 years!

Sir David Clary FRS 
President of Magdalen College 

Oxford (2005–20) and Professor of 

Chemistry, University of Oxford, UK 

”
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15   n4 I warmly congratulate World Scientific for having 

moved high quality science and knowledge into 

everybody’s library. While there is often a gap 

between scientists and their publisher, who is 

generally driven by potential economic gains and 

less interest or competence in judging the heart of 

the science itself, the tireless efforts by the couple 

Prof. Kok Khoo Phua and Ms. Doreen Liu, all from 

the beginning, to promote publishing top-quality 

science, have made World Scientific stand out by 

its uniquely high and even quality of publications. 

My own experience of collaborating with World 

Scientific, from editing volumes of Nobel Prize 

Lectures and from launching the Molecular Frontiers 

Journal, both publications disseminating lectures by 

Nobel Laureates and other world top scientists, has 

been very pleasant, meeting with publishing staff 

who always show keen interest, proficient skill, and 

having an impressive broadness and efficiency in 

production of top-quality publishing. I am looking 

forward to continued collaborations.  

Bengt Nordén 
Professor, Chalmers University of 

Technology, Sweden and Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences

”



04I was very pleasantly surprised at the complete 

freedom provided by the World Scientific editors. 

There was never the slightest pressure to deviate 

from saying what I wanted to say in the way I 

wanted to say it.John Fowler 
Astrophysicist (Retired), California 

Institute of Technology, USA

”
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17   n4 I congratulate Prof. K.K. Phua and Doreen, and the 

wonderful men and women of World Scientific 

(WS) on its 40th anniversary. I first came to know 

of WS when, out of the blue, one of its publications 

appeared on my desk. It was a thin book, Trans-

Pacific Echoes and Resonances, by Joseph Needham 

and Gwei Djen-lu. I was intrigued by the title and the 

content, which discussed the possibility of contact 

between Shang China and Meso-America. I was 

surprised that the publisher was Singaporean. A 

few years later, because of that book, I was thrilled 

to meet K .K. at a Hwachong function. We became 

close friends. Both our families were originally from 

Chao’an, Guangdong. He was kind to my father 

and, after my mother died, accompanied him on 

a few occasions back to his ancestral town. K.K. 

kept persuading me to have some of my speeches 

compiled after I left politics. I finally did, and was 

glad I did, for which I thank K.K. Since then, it has 

been my pleasure to recommend WS to friends.

George Yeo (杨荣文)  
Visiting scholar, Lee Kuan Yew School 

of Public Policy, National University 

of Singapore and Former Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, Singapore

”



04Cham Tao Soon (詹道存)  
Founding President of Nanyang 

Technological University, Singapore

”

n  18

Congratulations on your success with World 

Scientific Publishing for the last 40 years. It is a 

remarkable achievement to build up a publisher 

for scientific and medical publications from scratch. 

It is now well known worldwide. I understand it 

publishes about 600 books annually as well as 140 

journals in various fields. Even more remarkable was 

the founding of Imperial College Press held under 

licence granted by Imperial College London in 2006, 

which is now incorporated into World Scientific 

Europe. World Scientific is also well known as the 

Publisher for the Nobel Lecture series by the Nobel 

Prize winners, which are well read by many. 

I am confident World Scientific will grow from 

strength to strength. It will be an outstanding 

success for Singapore.

World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s
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19   n4 We are proud of our Made-in-Singapore international 

publisher, World Scientific, which has come a long 

way to make a Singapore stamp in the global 

world of leading academic publishers. Happy 40th 

anniversary WSPC!Euston Quah (柯仲佑)  
Albert Winsemius Chair Professor of 

Economics and President, Economic 

Society of Singapore

”



04My warmest congratulations to WSP for 40 years of quality 

publishing in this very important and fast-developing 

sector. WSP’s determination to invest in the long-term 

information value of a diverse portfolio of books as 

well as in the more ephemeral, fast-moving world of 

journal publication has enabled them to retain a sense 

of balance and develop a holistic approach to scientific 

communication that is highly prized by the research 

community. It has been a delight to watch the company 

grow from strength to strength on the back of their 

dedicated commitment to top-quality content, and to 

see them becoming a world leader in scientific publishing 

under the leadership of Prof. K. K. Phua.

My first experience of publishing with the company 

came via their link to Imperial College London and 

resulted in the publication of a bestseller. The experience 

of producing the second edition of that book was, if 

possible, even more satisfying than the first — the patience 

and dedicated attention to detail of the editors at WSP is 

shining  evidence of their respect for their authors and the 

publishing process, and is a key component in ensuring 

high-quality publications. I’m delighted with their success, 

recommend them unreservedly to colleagues, and look 

forward to working with them again.

Hilary Glasman-Deal  
Imperial College London, UK 

”
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21   n4 Congratulations on reaching this wonderful 

milestone of 40 years of publishing. You have really 

contributed to the intellectual development of 

Singapore. All the best for your 40th year and may 

WSP go upwards and onwards to greater heights.Gillian Koh (许林珠)   
Deputy Director of Research/

Senior Research Fellow, 

Institute of Policy Studies

”



04World Scientific Publishing is an outstanding 

publishing house. I have published several books of 

mine with this publisher. It is quick in responding 

and edit ing. I  shal l  strongly recommend to 

prospective authors to publish with WSPC. I have 

the highest commendation for Dr. K.K. Phua. He 

is an academician and a publisher. It is great that 

WSPC is celebrating the 40th year of publishing. 

Congratulations on your celebrations.

C.N.R. Rao, FRS  
Honorary President & Linus Pauling 

Research Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru 

Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, 

India

”
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23   n4 In 1978 I was going to the big “Rochester confer-

ence” in Tokyo. Before going I was invited to a 

pre-conference in Singapore by K. K. Phua. I was 

very grateful to get the invitation but did not have 

the time and funding to take that detour. This was 

the first time I heard about physics and science in 

Singapore and it sounded very exotic. Some years 

later I heard about the new publishing house being 

established there, and I learnt that Abdus Salam, 

the Nobel laureate, was very much supporting it. 

That was a guarantee for me that this was a very 

serious and much needed enterprise. The publishing 

Lars Brink  
Professor Emeritus of theoretical physics, 

Chalmers University of Technology, 

Sweden

companies in Europe and USA were often very 

expensive to deal with and I found it very positive 

that they would get competition from a new 

company in a different part of the world with new 

ideas and, as I found out, with very solid scientific 

expertise behind. 

When the journals were set up I was engaged as 

a main editor for two of them and have remained 

so ever since. I immediately noticed that the staff 

was very well educated and professional. The 

journals opened venues also for scientists from 

more remote parts of the world as well as from 

the leading institutions. I have tried hard to give 

papers from small institutions fair treatment and 

have felt a strong support from WSP for this at 

the same time as we have tried to attract papers 

from world-leading scientists who have found the 

handling of papers very professional.

By now WSP has grown and matured to be one 

of the biggest and most varied publishing houses in 

the world. However the original soul is still there. 

Books are not merely published for the revenue. 

Many books are published since they are important 

as memorials for great people. In the modern digital 

world they might not look so interesting for the 

general public but they are for future generations 

and for historians of science. I think this is a sign 

of a great and human publishing house.

”



04Hugh Peyman   
Author of China’s Change: the Greatest 

Show on Earth

Creating a world class publisher from scratch and 

sustaining it through four decades by embracing new 

approaches is a great achievement. To do it from Asia 

is an even greater achievement. Dr. Phua is to be 

congratulated greatly on this.  

World Scientific’s more recent move into high 

quality general interest books, especially those 

not tailored to Western publishers, benefitted me 

tremendously. The speed, efficiency and sensitivity of 

the editing were most professional. 

On top of that, World Scientific gained recognition 

for my book, China’s Change: The Greatest Show on 

Earth. In the space of a few months, it won an award 

for foreign writing about China and the Sharjah Book 

Fair’s 2018 international non-fiction prize. In the next 

year, it secured a Chinese translation by the leading 

Chinese political publisher, which among others has all 

the Chinese rights to Marx, Lenin, Mao, Deng and Xi. 

The 100-year-old People’s Publishing House arranged, 

through Premier Li Kejiang’s “New Thinking Man”, a 

high-level seminar to launch the Chinese edition. I was 

told this was all possible because of the great esteem 

in which Dr. Phua is held.

”
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25   n4 Patrick Wang (王申培)  
Founding Editor-in-Chief (EIC) of IJPRAI, 

Professor Emeritus of Computer and 

Information Science, Northeastern 

University, USA; on behalf of the other 

EICs: X.Y. Jiang (Germany), Frank Shih 

(USA), Terence Sim (Singapore)

I am pleased to write this short message for the 40th anniversary of 

World Scientific Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd. (WSPC), which has become 

a major publisher in many fields, including not only scientific areas 

such as Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Medicine, etc., but also the 

Humanities and Management, Social Sciences, Economics, Business 

Management, Asian Studies, etc., and various conference proceedings 

and international journals. In particular, I have had the honor and 

pleasure to serve as Editor-in-Chief (EIC) of WSPC’s International 

Journal of Pattern Recognition & Artificial Intelligence (IJPRAI) ever 

since its beginning 35 years ago.

IJPRAI includes many Special Issues (SI), including, the SI of ICPRAI, 

Montreal, Canada, 2018, organized by the prominent Prof. Dr. C.Y. 

Suen, PR Society K.S. Fu Awardee (equivalent to a Nobel Prize Laureate. 

For the past 35 years, we have accepted many high-quality papers, 

which survived multi-level serious reviews and revisions/improvements, 

and now we have a strong board of Editors-in-Chief, including Xiao-Yi 

Jiang (Germany), Frank Shih (USA), Terence Sim (Singapore), and 

myself, and more than 30 Associate Editors from all over the world. 

Today, in celebrating our 35th anniversary, we want to show our 

sincere gratitude to all the professional people involved, most notably 

Dr. Prof. K.K. Phua, WSPC staff, including Mr. Y.H. Quek, all the EICs, 

the board of Associate Editors, reviewers, and of course, every author 

who has contributed a paper to IJPRAI. Thank you very much.

”



04Hearty congratulations to World Scientific Publishing 

on your 40th anniversary and my best wishes for 

the next 40 years and more. This is an important 

milestone for a home-grown publisher from 

Singapore, competing with the best all over the 

world. My own experience with getting my book 

published at World Scientific was very positive and 

I call on other authors to consider taking their work 

to this reputed Asian publishing house.

Vasuki Shastry  
Associate Asia Fellow at Chatham 

House; Senior Fellow at the US 

Chamber of Commerce; ESG advisor 

to a private equity fund

”
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27   n4 World Scientific Press has served the engineering 

and science community well for 40 years. Its 

history is as unusual and innovative as the company 

today. It is a publishing company that arose from 

the scientific community itself and grew both 

with the rise of global research knowledge and 

with Singapore, its founding country. During this 

growth, it merges business goals while staying true 

to the company mission. As the global publishing 

community has consolidated, World Scientific 

Publishing has remained an independent gem 

attractive to authors in engineering, science, and 

business. Now, as Asia’s expenditures in research 

and technology increase, World Scientific is uniquely 

positioned, with strong business from the West and 

opportunity as a gateway to the East. It was an easy 

choice in deciding on World Scientific Publishing as 

the publisher of our book, Inside Real Innovation, 

and we will continue to publish future volumes 

with World Scientific. Congratulations on 40 years 

in publishing, and on the publishing of this 40th 

Anniversary Commemorative Volume.

Eugene Fitzgerald   
Merton C. Flemings-SMA Professor of 

Materials Science and Engineering at 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

USA

”



04Congratulations to World Scientific, and Greetings 

to Dr. K.K. Phua for the celebration of the 40 

years of World Scientific. Our collaboration with 

WS started 30 years ago, mainly related to M3AS 

(Mathematical Models and Methods in Applied 

Sciences), a Mathematical journal devoted to the 

interconnections between Mathematics and Applied 

Sciences. By the end of past century, with the help 

of Dr. Phua, we developed a scientific strategy aimed 

at raising the level of the journal and to achieve 

highly competitive impact factors. The strategy was 

founded on rigid rules for selecting the papers to be 

published and, at the same time, looking forward 

to the new frontiers of applied mathematics. 

This strategy has been successful and, right from 

the beginning of this century, M3AS achieved 

impressively high Impact Factors. The collaboration 

with WS, with both Staff and Chairman, has been 

an important gear in the mechanism that allowed 

us to reach our objectives. Thank you, Dr. Phua, for 

putting us in the best conditions to be operational.

Nicola Bellomo
Distinguished Professor at the University 

of Granada, Spain and Professor Emeritus 

at the Polytechnic University of Torino, Italy

Franco Brezzi   
Associate Researcher, Istituto di Matematica 

Applicata e Tecnologie Informatiche Enrico 

Magenes del C.N.R., Italy

”
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29   n04 I enjoyed every moment of my experience working 

with World Scientific on my recent book, including 

extremely helpful developmental editing, meticulous 

layout and copyediting, and the whole publishing 

and launch experience. I had been familiar with 

World Scientific for years as a well-known and 

highly respected publisher of journals in my field. I 

am equally impressed with their excellent work in 

publishing books ranging from research monographs 

to popular science titles. Congratulations on the 40th 

anniversary celebrations. A big accomplishment!

Raima Larter  
Former Professor of Chemistry, 

Indiana University-Purdue University 

at Indianapolis, USA

”
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It was a delight to work with the editorial and 

publishing staff of World Scientific during the 

writing and publication of my 2018 book, Science 

of the Earth, Climate and Energy. The exchange 

concerning both major and minor aspects of the 

book was thorough, accurate and quick. Such an 

experience is unfortunately not typical in these times. 

Congratulations on your Anniversary celebration.

Milton Cole  
Distinguished Professor of Physics 

Emeritus, Penn State University, USA

” ,0Click on the link below to read more messages from our authors.

https://www.worldscientific.com/celebrating-40-years-of-publishing/messages-from-authors
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Introduction

As a leading international scientific and 

academic publisher, World Scientific 

Publishing is proud of the many important 

accomplishments it has achieved over 

the past four decades. It celebrates the 

publication of many high-quality books and 

journals, including the Nobel Lectures, Wolf 

Prize volumes and the works of numerous 

Nobel laureates and eminent scientists, 

making these va luable publ icat ions 

accessible to researchers and academics 

around the world.

With its headquarters in Singapore, 

World Scientific has over 12 overseas offices 

and a global presence in 150 countries. It 

is the largest scientific publisher in English 

in the Asia-Pacific region.

Annually, the company publishes about 

600 new titles and 140 journals. Many of 

these titles have been recommended or 

adopted as textbooks at top universities, 

including Cambridge University, California 

Institute of Technology, Harvard University, 

Princeton University and Stanford University.

Hong Kong Office

Taipei Office
Bangalore 

(India) OfficeSingapore Office UK Office

Chennai Office 
(relocated from Bangalore)

Shanghai Office

Geneva Office Munich Office

Tokyo Office

Beijing Office Tianjin Office Guangzhou Office

19871981 1988 1991 1994 1995 2003 2004 2006 2008 2015 2019
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Our Beginnings World Scientif ic was founded by  

Dr. K.K. Phua, our Chairman and Editor-

in-Chief, as well as his wife, Managing 

Director, Doreen Liu. It was Dr. Phua’s 

great zeal for innovation that led them 

on this path to set up Asia’s first scientific 

publishing company, with a capital of 

merely S$150,000 as well as a bank loan of 

S$50,000. The scientific publishing business 

was not immediately a breeze. During the 

initial years, the company’s monthly cash 

outflow was greater than the inflow. “Just as 

I was beginning to worry that our cash was 

running out,” Ms. Liu said, “the cashflow 

position reversed, and soon the company 

was able to purchase its first office.”

World Scientific very first office at
Bras Basah Complex

World Scientific office at 
Delta House

World Scientific office at  
Tai Seng JTC office

Since then, World Scientific has steadily 

developed into one of the top scientific 

and academic publishers and garnered 

numerous achievements. Recognizing the 

growing importance of the new digital age, 

we opened the first iteration of our eStore 

in December 1996, which now features over 

10,000 titles, with orders coming from all 

over the world. Following this, in 1998, we 

moved into our five-story headquarters at 

Toh Tuck Link, Singapore. At 6000m2, this is 

our largest premises, and more significantly, 

it is entirely our own.



n  38

Our Mission

At World Scientific, we have made it 

our mission to develop the highest quality 

knowledge-based products and services for 

the academic, scientific, professional, research, 

and student communities world-wide.

World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s
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Our Founders

Professor Kok Khoo Phua is the Founding 

Director and Emeritus Professor of the 

Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS) at 

Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 

Singapore and Adjunct Professor of the 

Department of Physics at NTU. He is also 

Adjunct Professor of the Department of 

Physics at National University of Singapore 

(NUS). He is the Chairman and Editor-in-Chief 

of World Scientific Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd.

He was awarded an Honorary Doctor of 

Science from University of Birmingham, UK 

for his contributions in physics and education. 

Dr. Phua also holds a Ph.D. in Mathematical 

Physics from University of Birmingham. 

Together with Nobel Laureate Professor C.N. 

Yang and other senior physicists, he is one 

of the founding council members of the 

Association of Asia Pacific Physical Society 

(AAPPS). He is also the Secretary General of 

the International Union of Pure and Applied 

Physics (IUPAP) since 2014 which is under 

UNESCO Paris, founding President of South 

East Asia Theoretical Physics Association 

(SEATPA) and founding President of the 

incorporated ASEAN Federation of Physics 

Societies (AFPS).

Professor Phua is an Advisory Board 

Member of Singapore-China Association 

for Advanced Science & Technology. For his 

contributions to research and education in 

physics, he was elected as a Fellow of the 

American Physical Society (APS) in 2009 

and was awarded the IPS President’s Award 

by the Institute of Physics Singapore (IPS) 

Council in 2006. 

In recognition of his contribution to 

physics and scientific publishing, he has been 

conferred the Si Yuan Guest Professorship 

by the University of Nottingham Ningbo 

China and the Singapore National Academy 

of Science (SNAS) Fellowship in 2014. He is 

an Honorary Professor at Nankai University 

(Department of Theoretical Physics) and also 

holds a number of honorary professorships 

in China. 

As for Doreen Liu, our Group Managing 

Director, she has previously served as 

Chairman of various organizations including 

the Publishing Association of Singapore, the 

Publishing Committee of the Singapore–

British Business Council and the Printing 

and Publishing Advisory Committee. She 

was also once an executive board member 
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Our Founders

of the Scientific, Technical and Medical 

Association (STM, The Netherlands). Her 

concern for women’s welfare is evident 

from various other positions she has held. 

These include having served as Chairman 

of the Rape Committee with AWARE, and 

Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer 

of the International’s Women’s Forum. She 

served as an Independent Director of AXA 

Insurance Singapore. She is serving in a 

Working Group of the Copyright Licencing 

& Administration Society of Singapore 

(CLASS) — Intellectual Property Rights 

Awareness. 

She has received outstanding awards 

such as the Entrepreneurship Excellence 

Award in 1990, presented by the Entre-

preneurship Development Centre, the Entre-

preneurship of the Year Award for Women 

in Asia in 2010, jointly organised by RBS 

Coutts and the Financial Times (London), 

and the Woman Entrepreneurship of the 

Year, also in 2010, presented by the Asia 

Pacific Entrepreneurship Awards (APEA). 

WSPC’s co-founders, Prof. K. K. Phua 
and Ms. Doreen Liu
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Our Associates            
and Subsidiaries

M e e t i n g  M a t t e r s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

(Singapore) — Incorporated in 2002, 

Meeting Matters International is a full-

service, one-stop-shop conference and 

meeting services provider that offers 

a whole plethora of services such as 

conference management, secretariat, and 

meeting support services; major engineering 

codes and standards, related educational 

packages, and technical publications.

Stallion Press (India) — is a printing and 

pre-press company offering services such 

as typesetting, proofreading, artwork 

and scanning, design, digital conversion, 

e-Publishing (XML/SGML), printing and 

distribution.

Academic Consulting and Editorial 

Services  (ACES) — is a specialized unit in 

the niche area of author management 

services including copyediting services.

Wildtype Media Group (Singapore) —  is 

the first full-service science communication 

firm in Asia. Our mission is to support 

R&D and technology organizations in 

developing their communication strategies 

with stakeholders and the public.

Headquartered in Singapore, we publish 

award-winning science and technology 

print magazines Asian Scientist Magazine 

and Supercomputing Asia, in addition to 

client magazines, books and white papers 

from our custom publishing unit. Our 

team of media specialists supports industry 

partners through our digital, social media, 

video and events management services.

To date, www.asianscientist.com has 

more than 10,000 published articles 

written by professional PhD-level science 

journalists and has received more than 

five million page views from 135 countries 

around the world. 

World Century Publishing Corporation 

(USA) — is a joint venture of World Scientific 

Publishing Group and Shanghai Century 

Publishing Group. Incorporated in the 

United States, this collaboration draws on 

both our strengths to publish titles related 

to China’s economy, society, and culture, 

including Traditional Chinese Medicine 

(TCM), and expanding to other areas such 

as Science, Technology, Mathematics and 

Education. World Century authors consist 

of leading scholars and practitioners 

globally, including experts from within 
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WS Education (Singapore) — is an imprint 

focused on education and children’s books, 

dedicated to developing the highest quality 

of children’s and educational print and 

digital books for children, youth, parents 

and families worldwide. We are passionate 

about promoting Asian-themed children’s 

books and STEM (Science, Technology, 

世 界 科 技 出 版 公 司

创 作 室八方文化
G l o b a l P u b l i s h i n g 

Engineering and Mathematics) learning 

through engaging stories. Through our 

products, we aim to develop curiosity and a 

sense of discovery in children. Our goal is to 

make Asian and Science themes accessible 

and relevant for children, and to equip them 

with STEM resources for their education. 

Our books The First of Everything by Nury 

Vittachi won Best Education Title at the 

Singapore Book Awards 2019, Panjang: The 

Tall Boy Who Became Prime Minister by Peh 

Shing Huei was shortlisted for the Hedwig 

Anuar Children’s Book Award 2020 and 

the World of Science comic series became 

WS Education’s first titles on the national 

bestseller list in 2021. From engaging 

comics with augmented reality functions 

to books that explain difficult concepts 

in simple and fascinating ways, readers 

will be challenged in their understanding 

of science, space and 

more! 

For more information 

on our  cur rent  and 

fo r thcoming  t i t l e s , 

p lease  v i s i t  ht tps : / /

worldscientificedu.com.

C O N N E C T I N G  Y O U N G  M I N D S
WS Education

China. There are also opportunities to 

publish the English books in Chinese or any 

other languages. The books are distributed 

worldwide by World Scientific.

Global Consultancy (Shanghai) — 

Registered in China in 2003, Global 

Consultancy Shanghai provides consultancy 

services in business development, science 

and technology research, investment, and 

management in China.
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Our Nobel Links

World Scientific works with over 50 Nobel 

laureates, who have contributed as authors, 

advisors, and editors for both books and 

journals. Below are some of our more 

significant Nobel-related publications.

Nobel Lecture Series

One of World Scientific’s biggest successes 

is having been awarded the exclusive rights 

in 1991 by the Nobel Foundation to publish 

the entire series of Nobel lectures in English, 

from 1971 to 1990, and subsequently, 

from 1901 to 2020. This is significant, as 

our exclusive publication rights span a 

full century of Nobel lectures! At World 

Scientific, we are proud of this role we are 

playing in promoting the scientific, literary, 

and humanitarian achievements of the 20th 

century. World Scientific also publishes the 

Nobel Prize yearbooks for 2017–2022.

Nobel Laureate Public Lecture Series

Having been awarded the honor of publishing 

the Nobel lectures, World Scientific went a 

step further by launching the Nobel Laureate 

Public Lecture Series in December 1998. 

Professor Steven Chu, the 12th United States 

Secretary of Energy and a professor of physics 

at Stanford University, delivered the first 

lecture. Professor Chu was jointly awarded 

the 1997 Nobel Prize in Physics for the 

development of methods to cool and 

trap atoms with laser light. Following the 

successful reception of Professor Chu’s 

lecture on “The How and Why of Laser 

Cooling and Trapping of Atoms,” World 

Scientific has continued to host a series of 

these public lectures.

• First lecture (1998): Prof. Steven Chu, 1997  

 co-recipient of Nobel Prize in Physics

• Second lecture (1999): Prof. Lee Yuan-tseh,  

 1986 co-recipient of Nobel Prize in  

 Chemistry

• Third lecture (2000): Prof. Douglas  

 Osheroff, 1996 co-recipient of Nobel Prize  

 in Physics

• Fourth lecture (2000): Lord (Prof.)  

 George Porter, 1967 co-recipient of Nobel  

 Prize in Chemistry

• Fifth lecture (2001): Prof. Martinus J.G.  

 Veltman, 1999 co-recipient of Nobel Prize  

 in Physics

• Sixth lecture (2002): Prof. A.H. Zewail, 1999  

 co-recipient of Nobel Prize in Chemistry
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Major International 
and Local 
Collaborations

The Indian Institute of Science

In collaboration with the Indian Institute 

of Science (IISc), World Scientific, in 2008, 

began publishing a series of textbooks and 

monographs by prominent scientists and 

authors from IISc and other international 

scientific and educational institutions. 

Fields that have received especial attention 

include nanotechnology, superconductivity, 

game theory, modern applications of 

automata, etc. Textbooks and lecture notes 

for major engineering disciplines have also 

been published. The first book published 

in this series was Trends in Chemistry of 

Materials by CNR Rao.

The Shanghai Century Publishing Group

World Scientific is proud of our collaboration 

with Shanghai’s top publisher, the Shanghai 

Century Publishing Group (SCPG), to form 

the joint venture company, World Century 

Publishing. SCPG leads multiple sectors 

within the Chinese book industry, from 

higher education to mass-market books. 

This collaboration draws on both our 

strengths to publish various titles related 

to China’s economy, society, and culture, 

including traditional Chinese medicine 

(TCM). An English translation of China’s 

Economy — Rural Reform and Agricultural 

Development is our first collaborative work. 

Together with SCPG, World Scientific will 

continue to make other important books 

on China accessible to a wider audience by 

bridging the language barrier.
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Major International and Local Collaborators

Einstein Memorial Lectures

World Scientif ic’s recent partnership 

with the Israel Academy of Sciences and 

Humanities has allowed us to jointly publish 

a volume titled, Albert Einstein Memorial 

Lectures. This volume contains selected 

lectures from the Einstein Memorial Lecture 

Series, inaugurated in 1980. The lectures, 

delivered annually at the Israel Academy of 

Sciences and Humanities by distinguished 

scientists and scholars, cover diverse 

subjects from physics and life sciences to 

mathematics and social issues. Edited by 

Raphael Mechoulam and Jacob Bekenstein 

from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 

the volume was published in March 2012.

The Mathematical Society of Japan and 

National Academies Press

World Scientific is the exclusive distributor 

for the Mathematical Society of Japan (MSJ) 

and the National Academies Press (NAP).

The National Academies Press (NAP) 

publishes the reports of the National 

Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 

Medicine. The NAP publishes more than 

200 books a year on a wide range of topics 

in science, engineering, and medicine, 

providing authoritative, independently-

researched information on important 

matters in science and health policy.

The Mathematical Society of Japan 

(MSJ) is a learned society for mathematics 

in Japan, founded in 1877. The MSJ has 

more than 5,000 members.

Google

Google indexes all World Scientific’s books 

and journals, making them discoverable 

on platforms important to academia such 

as Google Scholar. Google also sells all 

our digital books under the Google Books 

programme. 

Amazon

Amazon distributes World Scientific books, 

in all formats, including Kindle. We also 

collaborate with Amazon’s printing services, 

and Search Inside program.

Our Distributors

World Scientific’s key distribution partners 

for B2C and B2B e-commerce with seamless 

payment and delivery options include 

Lazada, Book Depository, Barnes & Noble, 

Kobo, EBSCO, ProQuest, Overdrive and 

many others.
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World Scientific 
Contributes
In line with our mission to develop the best 

knowledge-based products and services for 

the academic and scientific communities 

worldwide, World Scientific is ever on the 

lookout for ways we can contribute to 

society, both locally and globally.

WSPC-ICAAS Most Outstanding Junior 
College Science Student Award

Together with the Imperial College Alumni 

Association of Singapore (ICAAS), World 

Scientific launched in 1999 an annual 

award for outstanding students: The WSPC-

ICAAS Most Outstanding Junior College 

Science Student Award. To win, the junior 

college student must demonstrate academic 

excellence and mastery in explaining 

scientific results, while possessing an 

aptitude in addressing various problems 

and issues.

Each year, the winner is rewarded 

with a trip to Stockholm, where he or she 

will represent Singapore at the Stockholm 

International Youth Science Seminar (SIYSS), 

held annually in December, in conjunction 

with the Nobel Prize Award Ceremony. 

World Scientific hopes the WSPC-ICAAS 

Award can help stimulate students’ interest 

in scientific issues, enhance their knowledge, 

and also encourage scientific and cultural 

exchange between students internationally. 

A Partnership with Peking University

As part of our efforts to further our close 

relationship with Peking University, World 

Scientific established a World Scientific–

Peking Univers i ty  Publ ish ing Studio 

from 2006–2016 within the School of 

Mathematical Sciences at Peking University, 

to better serve the academic community 

within the University as well as China at 

large. The Studio also acted as a publishing 

platform to enhance academic exchange 

and cooperation globally..



s
History and Milestons /Awards

49   n

IAS Conferences and Workshops

Established in July 2005, the Institute of 

Advanced Studies (IAS) at the Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU) aims to 

identify and push strategic research areas 

at NTU with appropriate research programs 

supplemented with high-level international 

conferences and workshops. World Scientific 

extends our support to IAS in launching 

these conferences and workshops. These 

conferences and workshops provide NTU’s 

science and technology initiatives with a 

“Nobel boost”: establishing the hallmarks 

of science at the highest level. To shape 

the strategic directions of the Institute, IAS 

is advised and guided by a committee of 

world-renowned scientists, including 11 

Nobel Laureates and a Fields Medallist. Many 

of these committee members are World 

Scientific’s long term collaborators.  

IAS organizes on average about 8 events 

a year. By organizing the International 

Science Youth Forum @ Singapore with 

Nobel Laureates (ISYF), and the Global Young 

Scientists Summit (GYSS), IAS provides 

a platform for the talented high school 

students, young scientists and researchers to 

learn and enhance their interests in science 

through intellectual dialogues with Nobel 

Laureates and Field Medallists. Workshops 

on the belt and road initiative and topics 

related to Singapore or Higher Education 

are also covered by IAS. IAS hosted the 

administrative office of the International 

Union of Pure and Applied Physics for six 

years (2014–2020).

St. Jude-Viva Forum

World Scientific was part of an organizing 

committee, which included the National 

University of Singapore, the National 

University Hospital and the Viva Foundation 

for Children with Cancer, for the first St. 

Jude-Asia Forum in childhood leukemia held 

in 2007. Fourteen speakers specializing in 

childhood leukemia spoke at this forum. 

We were further invited to co-organize the 

second and third forums.

World Scientific — Imperial College 
London Scholarship

2010 saw the launch of the World Scientific–

Imperial College London Scholarship. 

This scholarship, open to students 

admitted to the Imperial College London, 

will benefit successful applicants from 

Singapore, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Thai land and Vietnam. I t  includes a 

disbursement of £5000 (about US$8,000) 

per annum for a period of up to four 

years on a performance renewable basis, 

and upon graduation, the student will be 

granted an internship at World Scientific. 

The scholarship’s first recipient is 19-year-old 

Malaysian student, Mr. Liew Bo Yuan, who 

read Electrical and Electronics Engineering 

at the College. 
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World Scientific (Physics Research) 
Medal and Prize

Instituted by the Council of the Institute of 

Physics Singapore in October 2004 and 

sponsored by World Scientific, the prize is 

given annually to an individual or team in 

Singapore for significant contributions to 

pure and applied physics research that are 

recognized internationally. The first award 

was issued in 2005.

 

Outstanding Economics Teacher Award 
(OETA)

Since 2016, World Scientific sponsors the 

annual Outstanding Economics Teacher 

Award. Given out by the Economic Society 

of Singapore and supported by the Ministry 

of Education, the prize is open to nominees 

from all secondary schools, junior colleges/

centralised institute and other schools 

offering Economics in Singapore.

 

Asian Scientist Writing Prize 

Since 2015, World Scientific has sponsored 

between S$12,000–S$20,000 biannually to 

the Asian Scientist Writing Prize. Co-

organized by Science Centre Singapore and 

Asian Scientist Magazine, the competition 

seeks to find best science writing from Asia 

every two years. 
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NTU–World Scientific Prize in Physics and 
Applied Physics

The World Scientific Prizes in Physics and 

Applied Physics are the first set of prizes at 

Nanyang Technological University (NTU), 

Singapore, established for first and second 

year physics students, providing an important 

investment in students at a key juncture in 

their career. Beginning in 2020, two of these 

World Scientific Prizes in Physics and Applied 

Physics are awarded annually to the best 

students in the theoretical courses of the first 

year and the second year. An additional two 

prizes are awarded annually to the best 

students in the laboratory courses in the first 

and second years, in recognition of the 

importance of hands-on experimental work 

in physics.

 

XMUM Cup Physics Competition

Since its inaugural competition, World 

Scientific has sponsored the cash prize for 

the annual Xiamen University Malaysia 

Campus (XMUM) Cup Physics Competition. 

Initiated in 2020 by XMUM Department of 

Physics, this competition aims to encourage 

students to explore the world of physics and 

think logically and scientifically.

Guido Altarelli Award 

World Scientific has been the sponsor of the 

Guido Altarelli Award since 2017. The Award 

honours the memory of the late Guido 

Altarelli, one of the founding fathers of QCD, 

an outstanding communicator of particle 

physics, and a mentor and strong supporter 

of Junior Scientists. The Guido Altarelli Award 

consists of a certificate and prize money. It is 

awarded annually to Junior Scientists for 

outstanding scientific contributions to the 

fields covered by the DIS Conference series.
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Into the Digital Age

With the increasing widespread use of 

the Internet in the mid-1990s, we initiated 

our electronic publishing program in early 

1996. We started selling our books through 

our own Internet Bookshop in 1996, barely 

a year after Amazon sold its first book on 

Amazon.com. 

By the end of 1996, we had started 

putting our journals online. Foreseeing the 

future of electronic journals taking centre 

stage in journal publishing, we started 

digitizing published content in 2001 and 

completed the digitization of all our journal 

archives by 2004. We have since entered 

into a fully digitized journal publishing era.

This provided us with many new business 

opportunities such as selling electronic 

journal archives and providing pay-per-view 

access to our journal articles. Keeping pace 

with the latest web technologies provided 

us with opportunities to sell subscriptions 

to consortia and form various product 

packages for our customers.

We launched our e-book program in 

2006, and this set us on the path to provide 

highly customized e-book collections 

to our customers. Currently, more than 

10,000 of our titles are already available in 

electronic formats. These days, our e-books 

are also available on e-platforms such as 

Kindle, Apple Books, Kobo, etc. for the 

individual market, as well as on EBSCO, 

Proquest, and so on, which cater to the 

library market.

In 2012, we engaged Atypon, one 

of the leading technology providers in 

the STM publishing industry to merge 

all our content into a unified knowledge 

repository. We revamped our websites 

to a l low us to provide readers with 

content across multiple products. The new 

platform helped us improve the quality 

of our customer service, implement more 

innovative marketing strategies, create new 

business opportunities and reach out to a 

much wider audience.
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The launch of our e-Textbook program 

in 2019 would further drive the growth in 

electronic product sales. More importantly, 

it greatly enriched the learning and teaching 

experiences for students and educators 

through the delivery of content via partners 

such as Kortext and VitalSource, as well as 

increased the selection of reference titles 

for library patrons in academic institutions.

Today, more than 70% of World 

Scientific’s revenue is generated from 

e-products alone.

Accessibility and 
Discoverability

A key element to our e-publishing program 

is enabling our content to be as widely 

discoverable and accessible as possible. 

Almost all of World Scientific Publishing’s 

content is available in electronic formats 

and are consequently, accessible from our 

web portal twenty-four hours a day, all 

year round. 

To facilitate easy discoverability, we 

work closely with major abstract and 

indexing services including Web of Science, 

SCOPUS, MEDLINE, CNKI, and Chemical 

Abstracts Service. We also collaborate with 

discoverability services essential to the 

library community such as Google Scholar, 

Primo Central, Summons, EBSCO Discovery 

Service, and WorldCat Discovery to maximize 

exposure for our publications with the goal 

of driving readership and citations. 

As part  of  our Corporate Soc ia l 

Responsibility programme and in support of 

the global Open Access movement, World 

Scientific Publishing has partnered with 

EIFL (Electronic Information for Libraries) 

to enable scientists and researchers in 

emerging countries to publish open access 

articles in our journals with reduced or 

waived Open Access charges. 

Wor ld  Sc i en t i f i c  o f fe r s  va r ious 

publishing models for our journal authors, 

including the pure Open Access model as 

well as the traditional subscription-based 

publishing model. All our traditional 

subscription-based journals are hybrid in 

which authors can choose to publish their 

articles as Open Access once the articles 

have been accepted. A “Read and Publish 

Agreement” model is also available to 

institutional partners who wish to combine 

funding Open Access publications with 

their access to journal content. We also 

have Plan-S compliant Transformative 

Journals, which are subscription-based 

journals committed to being transformed 

into fully Open Access journals in a few 

years’ time.



World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s

World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s

n  56

Open Access Beyond Journals

Our open access publishing option is also 

open to book authors. World Scientific 

joined the Open Access Publishing in 

European Network (OAPEN) recently, where 

we will deposit our peer-reviewed Open 

Access Books. A few of our important back-

list titles have been selected by SCOAP3 to 

be converted to Open Access, as part of the 

SCOAP3 for Books initiative.

Driving Efficiency in 
e-Publishing

Another  key  e lement  in  e lec t ron ic 

publishing involves continuously improving 

the journal editorial process, from paper 

submission to acceptance. To that end, 

World Scientific brought on board partners 

such as Aries Editorial Manager whose 

workflow management system is optimized 

to streamline communication between 

Authors, Editors and Reviewers. Our 

engagement with Clarivate’s Publons has 

also further enhanced efficiency by tracking 

and managing peer-review activities.

Supporting the Community 
Amidst the COVID-19 
Pandemic

In the face of ongoing challenges due 

to COVID-19, World Scientific provided 

complimentary online access to all our 

journal content, to Higher Education 

Institutional users, including institutions 

without a subscription, in order to allow 

them to access our e-content remotely.  

To enable easy remote access, we 

enabled Shibboleth authentication and 

Google Scholar CASA. Due to the crisis, we 

supplemented remote authentication with 

Email Affiliation Authentication.

Wor ld  Sc ient i f i c  a l so  supported 

Wellcome Trust’s calls for data sharing in 

public health emergencies with regards 

to research findings and data relevant to 

the COVID-19 outbreak, and is one of 

the signatories to their Statement on data 

sharing in public health emergencies. This 

enables data to be shared rapidly and 

openly to inform the public health response 

and help save lives.
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“We plan to grow a bigger and better team, and 

publish more good books; not just in quantity 

because we don’t want to print rubbish but 

good quality materials. Over the next 10 years, 

we might achieve 1000 new books each year 

and 300 journals.”
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More About Our Founders

In 1970, Professor Phua Kok Khoo returned to Singapore from the UK 

after completing his Ph.D. and research in theoretical physics. During 

that time, there was no English academic publishing house whose 

headquarters was based in Asia. By contrast, science, technical and 

medical (STM) publishing was Western based.

“We needed a breakthrough, somewhere,” Prof. Phua  

recounts.

So it was that Prof. Phua, after due deliberation, decided that 

an international scientific publishing house should be set up in 

Singapore, given its conducive environment for such a venture. 

There was a high standard of English and production costs were 

relatively low.

 Prof. Phua comes from a family steeped in Chinese culture 

and tradition. His father, Mr. Phua Chye Long was a prominent 

Chinese writer and also the founder of South Island Press. Drawing 

inspiration from his strong family background and influence,  

Prof. Phua’s idea of starting up a publishing company was not a 

mere coincidence.

Prof. Phua mulled over this concept with some friends and the 

responses were mostly positive — they affirmed that it would a good 

idea to start this venture in Asia.

For a field as broad as STM, World Scientific Publishing took its 

first steps by publishing books and journals in physics, mathematics 

and related subjects. As the company celebrates its 40th anniversary, 

it now publishes new 600 titles and 140 journals every year, spanning 

across the fields of Physics; Mathematics; Engineering; Computer 

Science; Materials Science; Environmental  Life Sciences, Medicine 

and Chemistry; Business; Finance; and the Social Sciences.

Rise of an Eastern Star
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Under Prof. Phua’s brilliant leadership, WSPC quickly expanded 

beyond the conventional sciences to publish in new and cutting-edge 

technologies. Cosmology and astrophysics, for example, have seen 

rapid advancements in the last few decades as scientists can now 

probe farther and deeper into space. Cancer research has grown 

by leaps and bounds in recent years, spawning new research areas 

like regenerative medicine and stem cells.

Despite WSPC’s success, Prof. Phua acknowledges that the 

market conditions are not completely rosy. Twenty years on into the 

21st century, WSPC stands out as the only significant STM publisher 

in English, in Asia and only one of a handful of Asian members of 

the International Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical 

Publishers.

“We are competing against the giants, the best publishing 

houses in the world,” he says. “All the other companies want our 

authors to write for them.”

What draws world-class scientists, including Nobel laureates, 

to publish with WSPC? The winning formula: effective networking, 

creative ideas and accurate trend-spotting.

Even after taking over chairmanship of WSPC, Prof. Phua remains 

committed to the academic community. He is the Founding Director 

of the Institute of Advanced Studies at the Nanyang Technological 

University as well as an adjunct Professor at the National University 

of Singapore’s Physics Department. In 2009, Prof. Phua was elected 

Fellow of the prestigious American Physical Society, the world’s 

second largest organizations of physicists. 

Elsewhere, Prof. Phua is also Adjunct Professor at Drexel 

University and Honorary Professor at Nankai University, Shantou 

University, Shanghai University as well as Yangzhou University. He 

is also the Founding President of the South East Asia Theoretical 

Physics Association and Founding Council Member of the Association 

of Asia-Pacific Physical Society. 

As former Chairman of the Tan Kah Kee Foundation and Vice 

Chairman of the Tan Kah Kee International Society, Prof. Phua is 

a respected figure among the world’s top Chinese academics and 

entrepreneurs. He is keen to promote education and culture, and 

chairs the advisory boards of a number of educational institutions.

Compared with the other publishing houses that may be run 
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by lawyers, accountants or administrators, Prof. Phua stays true to 

his academic roots. Starting WSPC is one way of giving back to the 

academic community. Said Prof. Phua: “Nearly half of my friends 

are academics. We share the same values, philosophy and interests. 

As scientists, we aspire to learn and to find out more.”

It could be his academic training or it could be his vision to 

see beyond fixed boundaries but there is something unique about 

the way Prof. Phua thinks. Among the major milestones of WSPC’s 

history is the establishment of the Imperial College Press. For a long 

time, the top UK universities, Cambridge and Oxford, published 

books and journals through their presses, “so why not Imperial 

College?” thought Prof. Phua. Imperial College is, after all, very 

well-regarded and ranks just next in line to Oxbridge. In 1995, 

WSPC entered into a joint venture with Imperial College London 

to set up Imperial College Press (ICP). ICP published mainly in the 

fields in which Imperial College is particularly known for, such as 

Engineering, Medicine, Information Technology, Environmental 

Technology, and Management Sciences. The Press published about 

900 books and 8 journals.

“Starting Imperial College Press was a very good thing,” 

said Prof. Phua. “Imperial College is very strong in science and 

technology. Fourteen years ago, we acquired the remaining 49% 

shares and owned ICP fully. This also means that we are the only 

Asian publishing house in the world to ever own a Western university 

press.”

In 1991, WSPC clinched the exclusive rights from the 

Nobel Foundation in Stockholm, Sweden to publish the entire 

series of Nobel lectures between 1971 and 1990. The rights 

were later extended to include all the lectures delivered from 

1901 to 2020.

s
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Dr. K.K. Phua with Sir Ronald Oxburgh, Rector of Imperial College, at the signing ceremony of the joint venture agreement 
between World Scientific and Imperial College to form Imperial College Press in 1995.
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“Compared to the previous publisher, which by the way was a 

top publishing company, we could publish at a lower price and in 

paperback. The Nobel Lectures volumes are definitely very significant 

for us. Nobel laureates are the top brains and their lectures are 

certainly important.” 

In addition to a solid portfolio of books and journals, effective 

publicity and marketing is an essential ingredient for WSPC’s success. 

Although smaller in size compared with some other publishing 

companies, WSPC’s products rise above the cacophony, through 

strategies such as competitive pricing, timely service and targeted 

marketing.

“We managed to set up a reputable international STM house 

headquartered in Asia. Now we are well-known and have many 

famous and prominent authors,” Prof. Phua said. “I see us spending 

more efforts and investments to grow our operations in India and 

China.”

“We now publish about 600 books and 140 journals every year. 

We plan to grow a bigger and better team, and publish more good 

books; not just in quantity because we don’t want to print rubbish 

but good quality materials. Over the next 10 years, we might achieve 

1000 new books each year and 300 journals.”

Forty years ago, an altruistic vision initiated the setting up of 

a small Asian publishing house. Despite little external assistance, 

WSPC grows in distinction and stature to break the dominance of 

Western publishing houses. 

s
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Appointments/Professional Affiliations 

Global Young Scientists Summit (GYSS)
 organized by National Research Foundation (NRF).
 Co-Chairman of the Organising Committee for 2013, 2014,  
 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and beyond
 GYSS is the biggest Nobel Laureates gathering in Asia and  
 it is meant for graduate students and post-docs.

American Physical Society
 Fellow, APS (2010)

International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP)
 Secretary General (2014 – 2020)

Asean Federation of Physics Societies (AFPS)
 President-Designate (2018 - 2020)

University of Nottingham Ningbo China 
 Si Yuan Guest Professorship (2014)

Singapore National Academy of Science (SNAS)
 Fellowship, SNAS (2014)

Annual International Science Youth Forum (ISYF) 
(Nobel Forum)
 jointly organized by lAS (NTU) and Hwa Chong Institution,  
 and supported by A*STAR and MOE.
 Chairman of the Organising Committee

 ISYF is an annual event and it is meant for talented high  
 school students worldwide.

Department of Physics, National University of Singapore 
(NUS)
 Adjunct Professor (from 1 Jan 2021 to 31 December 2023)

School of Physical and Mathematical Sciences (SPMS) 
Nanyang Technological University (NTU)
 Adjunct Professor (from 24 June 2021 to 23 June 2022)

Key Appointments (high level of active involvement)

Institute of Advanced Studies 
(lAS) @ Nanyang Technological University

 Founding Director Emeritus

World Scientific Publishing Company Pte Ltd.
 Founder, Chairman & CEO
 Global Publishing Company Pte Ltd
 London Imperial College Press
 K H Biotech Service Pte Ltd

Imperial College Press (London)
 Chairman

Hwa Chong Institution (Singapore)
 Chairman, Hwa Chong Institution Diploma Program; &
 Hwa Chong Institution Scientific Advisory Board

Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) Singapore 
 Vice-Chairman, NAFA Council; Chairman, Establishment  
 Committee; & Chairman, Fund-raising Committee

NUS High School of Mathematics and Science 
 Member, Board of Governors

Pioneer Junior College
 Chairman, Advisory Committee

Tan Kah Kee Foundation (Singapore)
 Former Chairman of Foundation;
 Vice-President, Tan Kah Kee International Society; 
 Chairman, Tan Kah Kee Young Inventors’ Award   
 Committee; & Vice-Chairman, Board of Director School of  
 Business, Jimei University, China

Center of Remote Imaging, Sensing and Processing (CRISP) 
@ National University of Singapore (NUS) Singapore
 Member, Management Board
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Professional & Academic Affiliations

President
 South East Asia Theoretical Physics Association

Trustee
 Mathematical Sciences Research, Institute University of   
 California at Berkeley, USA

Council Member
 Asia-Pacific Centre for Theoretical Physics (APCTP), Korea

Council Member
 Association of Asia Pacific Physical Societies, Korea

Adjunct Professor
 Drexel University, USA

1st and Founding President
 Imperial College Alumni Association of Singapore (ICAAS)

Co-Chairman
 Imperial College - Massachusetts Institute of Technology  
 (MIT) Joint Committee

Honorary Professor
 Nankai University, China

Advisory Board
 NUS Business School (Singapore)

Member
 Management Board, Institute for Mathematical Science   
 (IMS) @ National University of Singapore (Singapore)

President
 NUS Physics Alumni

Honorary Professor
 Shanghai University, China

Honorary Professor
 Shantou University, China

Member
 Management Board, Yangzhou University, China

Society Affiliations

President
 Singapore-China Friendship Association

Vice-President
 Singapore-China Business Association

Former President
 Ee Hoe Hean Club

Honorary President
 Singapore Kwangtung Hui Kuan

Member
 Singapore Press Holding, Chinese Newspaper Resource   
 Panel

Awards

Entrepreneur of the Year 2003, Singapore
 Awarded by Rotary-ASME

Distinguished Services Award 
 Awarded by Imperial College Alumni Association of   
 Singapore (ICAAS)

Service to Education Award
 School Advisory Management Committee Board Member,  
 Ministry of Education
 Awarded by School Advisory Management Committee   
 Board, Ministry of Education, Singapore

2006 IPS President’s Award 
 Awarded by the Institute of Physics Singapore

2021 Special Book Award of China
 Awarded for my contributions in promoting cultural and   
 academic exchange between China and the world, with   
 special focus in publishing STEM books to introduce academic  
 achievements of scientists in China
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Over the years, WSPC continued to spread its 

influence across the globe. From its headquarters 

in Singapore, WSPC customers are now served 

from offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, 

Taipei, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Chennai, New Jersey, 

London, Munich, and Israel.
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In 1981, with an initial capital of S$200,000, Prof. Phua Kok Khoo 

and his wife, Ms. Doreen Liu ventured into the world of scientific 

publishing with the setting up of World Scientific Publishing Co. Ltd. 

In those days, Ms. Doreen Liu literally got her hands dirty packing 

books, printing leaflets and making deliveries. She had quit her job 

as an economist at the then Singapore Telecoms to run the fledgling 

company.

“I was bored so I decided to take over the company.” Ms. Liu 

smiled. “Quitting my job wasn’t a difficult decision at all.”

For the next four decades, Ms. Liu threw herself wholeheartedly 

into the business. This year, as WSPC celebrates its 40th anniversary, 

the company has expanded to over 13 offices in major cities around  

the world.

She goes on to say that publishing companies would typically 

stay in the red until their fourth or fifth year of operations. In WSPC’s 

case, the company incredibly broke even during its second year.

“Although we were in the black on paper, payments still did 

not come in punctually. By our third year, our cash had dried up 

and we got quite worried.

Fortunately, funds started to come in within six months and the 

financial situation has remained stable since. To this day, WSPC is 

still wholly owned by the Phua family.

Marketing and distribution were always difficult for small 

publishers. It was worst for World Scientific as we are very far away 

from our main markets, Europe and America. Distribution costs were 

high as well. Airmail was too expensive. Surface mail was initially 

cheap at 80 cents per kg in 1981. It increased quickly to $8.80 

per kg by 1989. Furthermore, it took about two to six months for 

shipment to arrive in Europe and America. World Scientific initially 

used agents to market and distribute its books but Ms. Liu found 

that this was too ineffective and risky.

After discussing the matter with Prof. Phua and other senior 

staff, World Scientific decided to go global.

Ms. Liu went to New York in 1987 and then to London in 1988 

to set up the first and second overseas offices in order to gain direct 

access to customers via the warehouses and sales and marketing 

offices located in these major cities. Ms. Liu confessed that setting 

up offices overseas for a SME, especially for offices as far as New 

York and London is no small feat. They did not have the resources 

of a multinational company. They could not afford to employ 

experienced CEOs. They initially sent their Singapore staff to man 

these offices; the loyalty of these staff is an attribute that Ms. Liu 

is still grateful for. Only in recent years did World Scientific begin 

to use only local staff.

Over the years, WSPC continued to spread its influence across 

the globe. From its headquarters in Singapore, WSPC’s customers 

are now served from offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Taipei, 

Hong Kong, Tokyo, Chennai, New Jersey, London, Munich, and Israel.

WSPC found itself faced with a different sort of competition in 

the 1990s. The advent of the Internet shook the publishing industry 

and brought about the downfall of media heavyweights. Newspapers 

and magazines worldwide complained of reduced revenues and 

Business with Pleasure

s
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some exercised severe staff cuts as people turned to alternative 

sources of news and information. WSPC was however, unfazed and 

Ms. Liu fully embraced the potential of the digital media.

In the early 1990s, the largest publishers began giving 

universities and libraries digital access to their journal collection 

through dedicated private leased circuits and computers. There was 

little a small company like WSPC could do to achieve these, since 

the costs of securing private leased circuits and purchasing hundreds 

of computers were prohibitive. Then the Internet became accessible 

to the common man. Springing into action, Ms. Liu decided to 

make WSPC’s journals online. The International Journal of Physics 

A (IJMPA) and IJMPB were placed online in 1996. The other journals 

soon followed. After all the current journals had gone online, all 

the back issues from as far back as 35 years ago were placed in a 

digital archive. The next stage involved the books. Today, WSPC has 

over 10,000 titles in electronic form and about 2000 e-textbooks. 

Universities and research organizations that count World Scientific 

e-books among their collections include ETH Zurich, China Academy 

of Sciences, Monash University, National University of Singapore, 

Standford University, University of California and University of 

Michigan, among others. WSPC e-books can also be accessed 

through major aggregators like EBSCO and ProQuest. 

“The Internet has saved us!” Ms Liu declared.

The phenomenal success of mobile devices, including mobile 

phones and tablet computers, has changed the publishing scene 

even further.

“Users want journals and books on their mobile services, even 

when they are on the move,” said Ms. Liu.

Most WSPC science and economic titles can be purchased 

from Amazon.com’s Kindle and Apple Books, amongst many

other eBook platforms, today Ms. Liu is confident that e-books  

bring in additional sales and reach out to different demographics.

Compared with the traditional hard copy, digital copies 

of  journals  and 

proceedings and 

books have cross-

referencing links 

where users can 

immediately access 

t he  re f e renced 

material from the 
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World Scientific Managing Director, Ms. Doreen Liu with RBS Coutts Asia 
Chief Executive, Mr. Nick Pollard.

article he/she is reading simply by clicking on the link. This feature 

acutely cuts down the time and effort spent on research as well 

as broadens the exploration for relevant papers through search 

engines. The STM started working on this tool about 20 years ago, 

an initiative Ms. Liu considers as an ingenious one and one of the 

most important initiatives undertaken by the association. Not only 

does this feature make STM members’ materials more valuable, it 

also helps to further protect the industry. Of course, the digital media 

saves shelf space, building and manpower, and a single e-book or 

e-journal subscription can be used across an entire campus, or even 

in multiple campuses, and more recently, in the midst of numerous 

campus and international border closures during the Covid-19 

pandemic — remotely.

In recognition of her achievements, RBS Coutts and the Financial 

Times presented Ms. Liu the Woman in Asia Award in 2010, placing 

her in the most distinguished category of the Entrepreneur of the 

Year. 

Although exceptionally pleased, Ms. Liu was quick to thank 

the people around her. “We worked together as a team. I feel like 

I’m taking credit away from everybody else when I received the 

Entrepreneur of the Year Award. Without Prof. Phua telling us in 

what areas to publish, we wouldn’t be successful.”

“The Woman of the Year Award should go to everyone. Everyone 

plays a role,” she added. 

s
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I am proud that WSPC is recognized as one of the most important publishers in the world. 

I am encouraged by authors we have worked with.

Publishing is a gentleman’s game — it is respectable and genteel. We don’t cut corners 

or squeeze pennies out of people. If we don’t succeed in such a business, I don’t know if 

we can succeed in other businesses.

Publishing is a good business. You won’t become rich very fast. Like wine, this business 

gets better with time.

I think I said yes more than no. I believe in people — if I give people the power to decide, 

they will know what to do.

I enjoy every moment in WSPC. We are not just about buying and selling. We are learning 

every time and trying out a new business model. I never thought that the business would not 

succeed because I have always wanted to be a good publisher. The children (Nee and Max 

Phua) are doing a good job and I hope our business will last generations.

Passion to do something one likes will bring success. Don’t do what your neighbours or 

friends are doing to make money. Don’t do the same thing. Only with interest and passion 

can one succeed.

Looking back at 40 years of achievements, Ms. Liu waxes 
lyrical about her success. 



Business / Directorships and Appointments

•  World Scientific Publishing Co Pte Ltd – Group Managing 
Director. Responsible for the group’s finances, and business 
performance & strategies.

•  World Scientific Publishing Europe Ltd – Director (formerly 
known as Imperial College Press Ltd)

•  World Scientific Publishing Co Inc (USA) – Director

•  World Scientific Publishing (UK) Ltd – Director

•  World Scientific Publishing (HK) Co Ltd – Director

•  WS Education Pte Ltd – Director

•  Meeting Matters International Singapore – Director

•  World Century Publishing Corporation (USA) – Director

•  Stallion Press (S) Pte Ltd – Director

•  SCWO (Singapore Council of Women’s Organization) Singapore 
Women’s Hall of Fame Resource Panel – Panel Member

•  University of Birmingham, Singapore Advisory Group – Member

•  AXA Insurance Singapore Pte Ltd – Independent Director 
 (2014 to 2016)

•  (CLASS) Copyright Licencing & Administration Society of 

Singapore Ltd – Board Member (2005-2011)

•  CLASS Working Group – Intellectual Property Rights Awareness 

since (2019)

•  International Women’s Forum, Singapore – Honorary Treasurer  
(2004–2006 and 2009–2011)

•  Singapore China Friendship Association, Women Alliance 
Chairperson since 2019

•  Publishers Association Singapore – President (2002–2004)

•  International Women’s Forum, Singapore
 Honorary Secretary (2003–2004)

•  International Women’s Forum, Singapore
 Committee Member (2004–2011)

•  Entrepreneur Committee EDB

•  Singapore-British Business Council EDB Singapore
 Council Member (1995–2002)
 Chairperson, Publishing Committee (1995–2002)

•  Scientific, Technical and Medical Association (STM)   
 Executive Board Member (1993–2001)

•  Rape Committee, AWARE – Chairperson (1998–2000)

•  Printing and Publishing Advisory Committee (TDB) Singapore 
Chairperson (1987–1995)

Awards

•  Outstanding ASEAN Women Entrepreneur 2015 Award by the 
ASEAN Entrepreneurs’ Network (AWEN)

•  Women in Leadership Award – WIL Forum Asia Award 2012 
Kuala Lumpur, NASEBA – Finalist

•  Woman Entrepreneur of the Year 2010 by Asia Pacific 
Entrepreneurship Awards, APF Group

•  Entrepreneur of the Year Award for Women in Asia 2010 by 
Financial Times and RBS COUTTS 

•  Entrepreneurship Excellence Award by the Entrepreneurship 
Development Centre (ENDEC) (1990)
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With World Scientific founded by the family, Mr. Max Phua (潘大扬)  

had many brief brushes with the publishing house and its staff 

growing up. His first full-time foray into the business however, would 

only happen after his post-graduate studies.

Nearing the completion of his Master’s programme at the London 

School of Economics in 1998, Mr. Max Phua was already planning 

for his graduation trip and applying for jobs in London. Like other 

international students at that time, he hoped to gain experience 

working and living overseas before returning to Singapore. 

However, he had a rethink about his post-graduation plans after 

a phone conversation with Ms. Doreen Liu. The lure of contributing 

to the growth of the family business was enough to convince Mr. 

Phua to return to Singapore where the World Scientific headquarters 

is based. 
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With the advent of the internet, Mr. Phua 

seized the opportunity to promote World 

Scientific’s books and journals online. He 

organised a web marketing team to explore 

ways of reaching new customers through 

the cyberspace, which has increased World 

Scientific’s reach and revenue.



81   n

First Moves

When asked what the most important functions of every business 

are, his reply was unambiguous: sales and marketing. He believed 

that World Scientific’s growth would hinge on how well its products 

and services were promoted. Given his interest in marketing 

operations, his first assignment in full-time employment began in 

the Marketing department. 

Mr. Phua was quick to learn the ropes of marketing World 

Scientific’s books and journals and strived to find ways to improve 

its operations. At that time, marketing executives were covering 

multiple subject areas, in addition to handling ad-hoc assignments, 

and marketing campaigns ran more on a situational basis than on 

a regular annual schedule. 

“I just got them to be a little more organised,” said Mr. Phua. 

Under those circumstances, he led the effort in restructuring the 

Marketing department. He redesignated each marketing executive 

as a subject specialist to improve their familiarity in promoting titles 

of a particular discipline. He also implemented the annual review 

exercise as part of his effort to give the marketing team an enhanced 

ownership in their work. 

With the advent of the internet, Mr. Phua seized the opportunity 

to promote World Scientific’s books and journals online. He 

organised a web marketing team to explore ways of reaching new 

customers through the cyberspace, which has increased World 

Scientific’s reach and revenue.

A Finger in More Than One Pie

When asked what motivated him to launch the Social Sciences 

programme in 2000, “it all began with a few economics and finance 

titles in World Scientific’s collection,” Mr. Phua explained, “There 

weren’t many, but the area showed promise.” With an economics 

background, Mr. Phua was the ideal candidate to build the Social 

Sciences programme. 

His first task was to assemble a team of editorial staff with 

backgrounds in Social Sciences disciplines. With an initial focus on 

Economics and Finance, the team then ventured into other subject 

areas, including Business and Management, Asian Studies, Political 

Science, and so on. 

One of the team’s proudest contributions in the last decade was 

World Scientific’s rapidly expanding Singapore Collection programme. 

s
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One key project undertaken by the company was the launch of the 

“World Scientific Series on Singapore’s 50 Years of Nation-Building” 

as part of Singapore’s 50th Birthday Celebrations in 2015. Key Social 

Sciences titles published under this series include 50 Years of Social 

Issues in Singapore, Our Lives to Live: Putting a Woman’s Face to 

Change in Singapore, and Majulah! 50 Years of Malay/Muslim 

Community in Singapore. 

What was the fundamental challenge when running the Social 

Sciences programme? Mr. Phua responded frankly, “convincing good 

authors to publish with World Scientific wasn’t easy especially when 

we had just established the programme.” To persuade established 

authors to come on board the Social Sciences programme, Mr. Phua 

believed that the key was to invite reputable scholars from their 

respective fields to helm key publications, such as book series, multi-

reference works, and journals. 

For instance, Who Shall Live? Health, Economics, and Social 

Choice by renowned American health economist Victor R. Fuchs 

was a flagship title that enhanced World Scientific’s standing as the 

choice publisher for the health economics community. Today, the 

Social Sciences programme is proud to present Nobel laureates, 

former prime ministers and top business leaders as its authors.

Connecting Great Minds, Outside and Within

For a publishing programme to be successful, Mr. Phua believes in 

working to the strengths of his staff and supporting them to excel 

in their work. He reminisced his first encounter with Mr. Zvi Ruder, 

an acquisitions editor for World Scientific based in the U.S. “At that 

time, Zvi was a rising star in his previous company and I had the 

fortune to be introduced to him by a mutual friend.” 

Mr. Phua observed that Mr. Ruder possessed the intellect and 

could get along very well with senior academics. These were traits 

that Mr. Phua felt essential in attracting established scholars to 

publish their work with World Scientific. “With the sharing of our 

existing contacts, Zvi has been able to pursue leads and create more 

opportunities for World Scientific to publish with top authors,” Mr. 

Phua remarked. The partnership proved to be a fruitful one with 

authors at the forefront of their fields putting pen to paper under 

Mr. Ruder’s watch.

When asked what aspect of the job has brought the most 

satisfaction during his over 20 years of working with World Scientific, 

Mr. Phua responded, “I enjoy interacting with authors”. He explained 

that he has tremendous respect for their intellect and enjoys listening 

to them sharing their passion. Prompted to identify one author who 

s
More About Our Founders



n  84

World Scientific Celebrates 40 Years of Publishing

s

inspired him the most, Mr. Phua mentioned the late Prof. Avram 

Bar-Cohen, a legend in thermal engineering. “He was a really nice, 

down-to-earth person with a strong passion in emerging 

technologies,” he elaborated. “The passion that he had was really 

unbelievable, ranging from drones to artificial intelligence and 

internet of things, and he would discuss about these animatedly 

during our meet-ups.” Prof. Ben-Cohen’s passing was keenly felt 

by the World Scientific family and the camaraderie he had with our 

staff would be fondly remembered, Mr. Phua said.

What Next?

What is on the top of Mr. Phua’s wish list for the Social Sciences 

programme? “Having hit our previous target of publishing 200 titles 

a year, I would like to challenge my team to raise the bar and publish 

400 titles annually,” he declared. While Mr. Phua recognised that 

achieving this figure would be dependent on the availability of 

manpower resources, he hoped to move closer to the target 

incrementally in the short term. “Let’s try hitting 300 titles every 

year for a start,” Mr. Phua said with optimism.

On subject areas where Mr. Phua would be interested to venture 

into, he identified the following: psychology, gender studies, 

migration and even space law! Launching a key product like a journal 

or a multi-volume work, replicating the earlier successes of 

establishing a product line in Economics and Finance, would be key 

to successfully penetrating those new areas, Mr. Phua emphasised.

Apart from an expansion in the Social Sciences programme, 

World Scientific is also seeing a growth in its trade and general 

reader collection, as well as its Children’s publication division under 

the WS Education imprint — two programmes Mr. Phua is also 

involved in. The former sprung from a few popular science titles by 

academic authors wishing to reach out to a wider audience, and 

now includes world-renowned helpful titles like Science Research 

Writing: For Native and Non-Native Speakers of English by Ms. Hilary 

Glasman-Deal, and autobiographies of Nobel Laureates, like Spinach 

on the Ceiling: The Multifaceted Life of a Theoretical Chemist by Dr. 

Martin Kaplus.

Set up to bring the fascinating world of science closer to children 

and to raise their interest in STEM, WS Education, World Scientific’s 

Children’s programme imprint recently expanded its portfolio to 

include a three-tiered reading programme with a strong emphasis 

on science, and other serial and standalone publications with an 

Asian focus. While the programme is still in its early stages of growth, 

Mr. Phua remains enthusiastic in seeing where it will head, “there 

are many levels [of education] from which we can reach out to the 

younger generation, to make science more fun and approachable.”
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               from Our Partners



0World Scientific’s 40th anniversary is a true testament to why they are 

the largest scientific publisher in the Asia-Pacific region and one of 

the leading publishers in the world. With hundreds of publications, 

World Scientific has had a major impact on the scholarly publishing 

industry. Aries Systems is proud of our collaboration with World 

Scientific; they are a strategic and valued partner in Asia and hold an 

important seat on our Aries Industry Advisory Board. We are thrilled 

to celebrate their 40 years of hard work and success in delivering 

high-value content to the world through Editorial Manager®.

Atypon is honored to be a valued partner of World Scientific 

Publishing Co Pte Ltd bringing the highest quality knowledge-based 

products and service for the academic, scientific professionals, 

research and student communities worldwide.  We congratulate 

World Scientific on their tremendous success. Our organizations 

have worked tirelessly to provide high-quality, leading-edge, and 

innovative, products and services through the worldscientific.com 

site, setting the standard for customer satisfaction and value. We 

look forward to an even brighter future.

Aries Systems Corporation
Jennifer Fleet 
Managing Director

Atypon
Gordon Tibbitts 
General Manager4 s
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40China National Publications Import 
& Export (Group) Co. Ltd. 
(中国技术进出口集团有限公司)

Li Hong Wen (李红文)

Chairman & Party Secretary (执行董事、党委书记) 

At this memorable moment, we would like to extend our sincere 

congratulations to World Scientific Publishing for your 40th anniversary! 

Over the past decades, we have not only built a strong, long-term business 

partnership, but also a friendship of mutual trust. It has always been a great 

pleasure working with WSPC.

Special congratulations to Dr. Phua for receiving the Special Book Award 

of China, for his extraordinary contributions leading WSPC to present the 

research and culture of China to the world. We are honored to be WSPC’s 

partner in China and we wish you achieve continuous prosperity in the future.

China Educational Publications 
Import & Export Corporation Ltd.   
(中国教育图书进出口有限公司) 

Zegui Xie (谢泽贵)

Vice President (副总经理)
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Our precious friendship with World Scientific Publishing Co. (WSPC) has been 

a long and lasting one. Since WSPC participated in the 1st Beijing International 

Book Fair (BIBF) in 1986, WSPC and BIBF have been moving forward hand in 

hand and have built-up many long term cooperative relationships. Over the 

past 35 years, we have witnessed the development of the overseas Chinese 

publishing industry and the cultural exchanges and cooperation among Asian 

countries. As the first publishing company that was founded by a Chinese 

scholar to publish academic publications in English, WSPC has now become 

one of the leading publishing groups in the world, and has made important 

contributions to the cultural exchanges and mutual learning between the 

East and West.

On the occasion of your 40th Anniversary, I wish WSPC every success. May 

you continue to make greater contributions to the development of science 

and technology in the Asia-Pacific region.



40On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the establishment of World 

Scientific Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd. (WSPC), on behalf of China Science 

Publishing & Media Ltd. (CSPM, previously known as Science Press) and in 

my own name, I would like to extent my heartiest congratulations to you on 

the brilliant achievements of your company since its establishment. 

Over the past forty years, World Scientific has striven and forged ahead 

with great endeavors to become one of the world leading science publishers 

with business all over the globe. Like WSPC, CSPM is also missioned to carry 

forward science culture and to serve knowledge dissemination, therefore, I 

and all CSPM colleagues are very proud of WSPC’s glorified 40 years!

Our cooperation traces all the way back to 1985, when WSPC was newly 

founded, and we had co-published several English journals such as Acta 

Acustica and Journal of Electronics (China). In recent years, on the solid 

foundation of mutual trust and understanding, CSPM and WSPC have jointly 

promoted our cooperation to a new level and together we have published 

a number of high-quality academic monographs in various disciplines of 

sciences. All this comes from our common sense of mission and responsibility 

for the cause of science publishing.

Confucius, an ancient Chinese sage, said, “Forty is the age of lucidity.” 

Looking back to the past forty years, WSPC has achieved impressive 

development. Looking ahead, we are excited to see you many coming 

achievements. CSPM is willing to maintain a friendly and fraternal relationship 

with WSPC as always, and to support and help each other. We are looking 

forward to a new chapter of fruitful cooperation between WSPC and CSPM.

China Science Publishing & 
Media Ltd. 
(中国科技出版传媒股份有限公司

科学出版社)

Lin Peng (林鹏)

Board Chairman (董事长)
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40Crossref
Ed Pentz 
Executive Director

EBSCO Information 
Services, USA
EBSCO Team
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Congratulations to World Scientific Publishing on its 40th anniversary! As 

Executive Director of Crossref, I’m very happy to contribute to the celebration. 

World Scientific is a leading global scientific publisher and has contributed 

to improving scholarly communications over many years. World Scientific 

Publishing was an early supporter and member of Crossref, joining in July 2000 

soon after the organization was established. World Scientific representatives 

served on the Crossref board for many years and have participated in working 

groups and committees, helping us grow and provide value to the scholarly 

publishing and research communities. I wish World Scientific Publishing all 

the best for the future. 

EBSCO has been serving academic institutions worldwide for more than 

seventy years. This would not be possible without key publisher partnerships, 

like World Scientific Publishing Company. WSPC’s partnership with EBSCO has 

enabled EBSCO to meet its primary objective, to provide institutional libraries 

with world class research content.

For decades WSPC has produced some of the most highly regarded and 

most critically acclaimed research content in the industry. EBSCO is grateful 

and honored to be a longstanding partner of WSPC, an indisputable industry 

leader with some of the brightest, and hardest working staff in the publishing 

world.

Congratulations, WSPC, on forty incredibly successful years. From all of 

us here at EBSCO, thank you, and here’s to another forty more!



40Our warmest congratulations to World Scientific Publishing on this historic 

milestone.

From just five employees in 1981, World Scientific Publishing has 

transformed itself into an established leader in the academic publishing 

circle and has published over 12,000 titles.  The company continues to fly 

the Singapore flag high employing about 650 staff here and internationally.

World Scientific Publishing’s journey is a testament of its continual pursuit 

of growth. The company has transformed itself by building new digital 

capabilities. This enabled more authors to expand their work to a larger 

audience beyond print.  In the pursuit of excellence, World Scientific Publishing 

constantly reviews their process and systems to stay competitive and resilient.  

Over the years it has expanded its global footprint through building strong 

relationships with its customers, connected with renowned partners such 

as the Nobel Foundation and Imperial College, and established its offices 

in-market.

We wish World Scientific Publishing every success in your future 

endeavours. Congratulations again on your 40th anniversary!

Enterprise Singapore 
Jacelyn Teo
Director, New Industries and 
International Planning
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40Congratulations on your 40th Anniversary!

World Scientific has achieved extraordinary accomplishments in scientific 

publishing in the past 40 years, and has become one of the top publishers in 

this area under the leadership of Dr. Phua. This is really admirable.

Our cooperation has lasted 17 years. Under the earnest guidance of the 

leaders of both sides, our endeavor has achieve fruitful results. We hope to 

reach a higher level of cooperation in the future, and may our friendship 

last forever!

Higher Education Press 
Limited Company 
(高等教育出版社)

Su Yuheng (苏雨恒)

President (社长)

Iptor is very proud to have been World Scientific Publishing Co.’s (WSPC) 

back office system partner for over 25 years. During this time, our friendship 

has gone from strength to strength, and ensured that WSPC can execute 

its daily business activities whilst adopting to changes in the ever dynamic 

publishing market. Iptor congratulates WSPC on achieving a landmark 40 

years in business and very much looks forward to the next 40!

IPTOR
Paul Nobbs
President APAC
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40World Scientific has been around for 40 years and, rightfully, it’s time to take 

stock and congratulate Dr. K.K. Phua and Ms. Doreen Liu as well as all their 

staff on this glorious achievement. I myself have been a (very) small part of 

World Scientific. For the past decade or so I had the privilege of being invited 

for dinner at the home of Dr. Phua and Ms. Liu. Each year, during the first 

week of March, I teach a small group of young and enthusiastic publishers 

about STM publishing. The group, of around 20 delegates, convenes at a 

pleasant hotel within Singapore of which they do not get to enjoy the benefits. 

For 4 days they work from 8 in the morning till around 1 at night; listening 

to lectures, interacting with each other and, in small groups, preparing to 

present the results of a laborious case study. The only relaxing part of the 

course is dinner on Monday.

 We are invited for dinner, together with World Scientific senior 

management, at the home of Dr. Phua and Ms. Liu. The elaborate tasting of 

what Singaporean cuisine has to offer is only surpassed by the hospitality 

of the founders of World Scientific. The wonderful food and pleasant and 

interesting conversations are fondly remembered by all delegates.

 Please allow me to take this opportunity to thank again, Dr. Phua and 

Ms. Liu for their continuing hospitality and hope, Corona Volente, for many 

returns.

Congratulations on your 40th anniversary!

Newgen Publishing 
Europe 
(formerly Konvertus b.v.) 

Bas Straub
Owner & Managing Director
Authoring Academy and facilitator of 
the STM Advanced Course in Journal 
Publishing (Asia)
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40Congratulations to World Scientific Publishing on this very big occasion. It has 

been a wonderful journey partnering with you. May this journey of corporate 

success continue in the coming years. Happy 40th corporate anniversary!

ProQuest, USA
Marc Fawwaz
Director of Publisher Relations, GCA

Congratulations to World Scientific Publishing Co. Ltd on your 40th 

Anniversary! 

Over the past 40 years, under Dr. Phua’s direct supervision, World 

Scientific has undergone an extraordinary endeavor and has become one of 

the most prestigious scientific publishers in the world. This is truly an historic 

accomplishment. 

We are committed to continue building a positive, cooperative and 

comprehensive relationship that reflects the close ties between our two 

companies. Here’s to more years of successful cooperation in the future.

Shanghai Hongkong 
Joint Publishing Co. Ltd.
(上海香港三联书店有限公司)

Pei Qing Lu (路培庆)

General Manager (董事兼总经理)
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40Congratulations on the 40th Anniversary of World Scientific Publishing! 

And congratulations to Dr. Phua on winning the 15th Special Book Award 

of China!

Under Dr. Phua’s direct supervision, WSPC has experienced steady 

growth and made outstanding achievements in promoting Chinese culture 

and Chinese STM publications to the world. We would like to continue 

our friendly and fruitful cooperation with WSPC and work together on the 

global dissemination of human knowledge, in particular, of the academic and 

research results from China!

Tsinghua University 
Press Limited
(清华大学出版社) 

Zong Junfeng (宗俊峰)

President (社长)
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