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INTRODUCTION

Fr om the  ec onomi c  poi n t  o f  v i ew,  I ’m  s ur e  m os t peop l e  woul d  agr ee  tha t
the  21 s t  c en tur y  be l ongs  to  the  A s i a- P aci f i c  r egi on .   I ts  fu tur e  has  nev er
l ook ed br i gh te r ,  es pec i al l y  i n  ar eas  s uc h as  s c i en ti f i c  pub l i s h i ng  or  R& D
i ndus tr i es .

Today ,  the  foc us  of  my  topic  i s  the  sc i en t i f i c  pub l is hi ng ,  whi c h  c ov er s
s c i en ti f i c ,  t ec hnic a l  as  wel l  as  m edi c al  publ i s hi ng .

Cur ren t l y ,  a t  t he  i n te r na t i onal  l ev el ,  sc i en t i f i c  pub l i s hi ng  is  domi nated  by
Wes ter n  E urope and Nor th  Am er ic a .   Ther e  a r e  2  r eas ons  fo r  thi s :

One,  Sci en t i f i c  publ is hi ng  or  r es ear c h  is  p r edomi nant l y  publ i s hed i n
E ng l is h .   Henc e pu t t i ng  the  non-E ng l is h  s peaki ng  c ountr i es  a t  a  grea t
d i s adv antage.

Two,  E ur ope and Nor th  Am er i c a hav e enj oy ed gr ea t  adv anc em ent  of
s c i enc e and tec hnol ogy  for  ov er  a  c en tury .   S o  the  A s i a- P aci f i c  r egi on  has
a l o t  o f  c a tc h i ng  up  to  do .



STM PUBLISHING IN ASIA-PACIFIC REGION



1. S ci en t i f i c  J our na ls  and  B ook s

For  the  newl y  i ndus t r i al i z ed  As i an  ec onomi es ,  bes i des  pub l i s hi ng
s c i en t i f i c  j our na ls  i n  thei r  r es pec t iv e  l anguages,  a f te r  the  end  o f  Wor l d
W ar  I I ,  v er y  few Asi an  c ountr i es  l i k e Ch i na ,  J apan and Indi a  hav e  als o
begun to  pub l is h  thei r  j our na ls  i n  E ng l is h .

For  the  l ast  10  to  15  y ear s,  t he  num ber  o f  Chi nes e sc i en t i f i c  jour nals
pub l i s hed i n  E ngl i s h has  been on  the  r i s e .

W e no t ic e  tha t  ther e  s eem  to  be  a c hange o f  pol i cy  i n  Chi na ,  and  m or e
c o l l eges and un iv ers i t i es  ar e  beg i nni ng  to  us e  E ng l is h  tex tbook s fo r
g r aduates  o r  under gr aduate  c ours es .

S imi l a r ly  i n  J apan,  apar t  fr om  the  m os t  no t ic eab l e  and s ucc ess ful
j our nal s  l i k e  P r ogr ess  i n Theor e t ic a l  P hy sic s , J apan J our nal  o f  A pp l i ed
P hysi cs ,  J apan J our nal  i n  M edi c i ne  and o thers ,  t hey  hav e  als o  pub l is hed
s om e j our na ls ,  books  or  textbooks  i n E ngl i s h .   B u t the  num ber i s  s t i l l
r e l a t iv e ly  sm a l l .



2. P opu l ar  Sc i enc e J our nals

In  A s i a- P aci f i c  r egi on ,  ther e  ar e  popu l ar  s c i enc e j our na ls  i n  di f f e r ent
l anguages ,  bu t  ther e  a r e  alm ost  no  s uc h E ng l is h  pub l ic a t i ons  i n  this
r eg i on ,  ex c ept per haps  i n  Ind i a .

W hat  we wou l d  l i k e  to  s i ngl e  ou t  i s  J apan’s  Newton:  Gr aph ic  Sci enc e
M agazi ne .   I t ’ s  pr obab ly  one  o f  t he  bes t  i n  the  wor l d  i n  ter ms  o f  c on ten t
and pr oduc t i on .   In  fac t ,  t he  J apanes e m agazi ne  has  been s o  s ucc es s ful ,
i t  has  a ls o  been tr ansl a ted  i n to  Chi nes e i n  Tai wan and i n to  K or ean.

Newton  i s  no  doubt  a  s uper i or  popul ar  s c i enc e m agazi ne .

In  Ind i a ,  t her e  a r e  Cur r en t Sci enc e and Res onanc e .   B o th  ar e  pub l i s hed i n
E ng l is h  by  the  Ind i an  Ac ademy  o f  S ci enc es .
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1.  To E stab l ish  a  Journal  or  M agaz ine in  Asia-P aci f ic  s imi lar  t o
Science ( US A)  o r  Nature ( UK)

Cur ren t l y ,  t her e  is  no  s uc h  s imi l a r  j ourna ls  o r  m agazi nes  i n  A s i a - Pac i f i c .
M os t o f  the  i m por tan t  wor k  i n  Li fe  S c i enc es  and o ther  a r eas  ar e  publ i s hed
e i ther  i n  Sc i enc e  o r  Natur e ,  and they  hav e bec om e the  m os t  i mpor tan t
i n ter na t i onal  j our nal s  i n  Sc i ence,  par t ic ul a r ly  i n  L i fe  Sc i ences.

Howev er ,  thes e  i n te r na t i onal  j our nal s  or  m agazi nes  ar e  ei ther  based i n
US A  or  UK .   A s i a-P aci f i c  c ount r i es  do  no t  have s im i l ar  qual i t y  Engl i s h
m agazi nes  whic h  r epor t  on  thei r  r es earc h  and news  i n  S c i enc e or
Techno l ogy ,  this  i s  i n  fac t  pu t t i ng  the  r egi on  a t  d is adv antage and als o
c opyr i gh t does  no t  bel ong to  r es earc h i nst i t u tes ,  i ndi v i dual s  o r  c ount r i es  i n
these r egi ons .

The As i a- P aci f i c  r egi on  m us t  l aunc h a sc i ence j our nal  whi ch  i s  s imi l a r  to
S ci enc e  o r  Natur e  as  s oon as poss i bl e .   A nd o f  c ours e  i t  m us t be
pub l is hed i n  E ngl i s h.   No doubt  thi s  w i l l  no t  be  an  eas y task .   I t  wi l l  be  a
l o t  o f  har d  work ,  and we wi l l  f ac e a  l o t o f  di f f i c ul t i es  a t  the  i n i t i a l  s tage.   I f
we ar e  no t  do i ng  th is ,  t he  fu tu r e  o f  sc i en t i f i c  r es earc h  and R&D i n
tec hno l ogy  wi l l  be  badly  a f fec ted .

Hav i ng  s ai d  tha t ,  wi th  the  ec onomic  r ise  o f  the  As i a-P aci f i c  c ountr i es ,
i t ’ s  t im e we i n tr oduc ed our  own sc i ence j our nal ,  and s howcas ed the  m os t
im por tan t  wor k  i n  sc i ences  or  o ther  a reas  o f  thi s  r egi on .



2.  M o re  P u b licat ion  of  S cien t if i c  Bo oks  an d Journals  in  E ng l ish

T he f o l lo w i n g a r e s om e a r ea s  w h ic h ar e w or th  c on s i d e r i n g f o r  p u bl ic at i o n in
E n g l is h:
1 .  S om e ar eas  tha t  we c an foc us  on  ar e  His to ry  o f  Sc i enc e and

Ci v i l i z at i on  o f  As i a -P ac i f i c  c ountr i es .   One good ex am pl e  i s  the
S ci enc e and  Civ i l i z a t i on  i n  Ch i na( ov er  20  v o l um es) ,  edi ted  by  J os eph
Needham  and pub l i s hed by  CUP .   W e s houl d  publ is h  for  ex ampl e ,
S ci enc e and C iv i l i z a t i on  i n  Indi a ,  Sci enc e and Civ i l i z a t i on  i n  Japan ,
S ci enc e and C iv i l i z a t i on  i n  K or ea  and  ev en S ci enc e and Ci v i l i z a t i on  i n
E gy pt .

2.  E nvi r onm ental  S c i enc e

3.  E ar th  s c i enc es , a rc heo l ogy ,  ener gy  and ev en tr adi t i ona l  m edi c i nes
e tc .

4 .  M anagem ent  book s ,  fo r  eg .  ex per i enc es  fr om  SONY , S ams ung and
S i ngapor e  Ai r l i nes  and m any  o ther  s uc c es sfu l  c om pan i es  i n  Asi a -
P aci f ic .

5 .  Fr onti e r  tec hnol ogy ,  for  eg .  Nanotec hno l ogy  o r  s em ic onduc tor  and
other  a r eas  wh ic h  A s i a- P aci f i c  c om pani es  a r e  l eadi ng  posi t i on  i n  R& D.



3.  Great er  Co l laborat ions in S TM  P ubl ish ing

A si a-P ac i f ic  c ount r i es  s houl d  m ov e towar ds  gr ea ter  c ol l abora t i ons  i n  S TM
pub l is hi ng .   I  bel i ev e  the  t i mi ng  i s  r i gh t  f or  Indi a ,  Chi na  and J apan,  K orea
and o ther s  for  ex am pl e ,  to  exp l or e  m ore  c ol l abor a t i on  oppor tuni t ies  i n
pub l is hi ng  as  wel l  as  dea l i ng  wi th  sc i en t i f i c  r es earc h  ac t iv i t i es  and
educat i on .



4.  E st ab lishment  of  Asia-P acif ic  STM Associat ion

Des p i te  the  fac t t ha t  ther e i s  an  In ter na t i ona l  As s oc i at i on  o f Sc i en t i f i c ,
Tec hn ic al  and  M ed ic al  P ubl i s her s,  i t  i s  domi nated  by  E ur opeans ,  o r
par t i c ul a r ly  the  Am er ic ans.   A s i a -P ac i f i c  c ount r i es ’  par t i c i pa t i on  or
i nv olv em ent  i n  the  In te r na t i onal  o r gani z a t i on  ar e  v er y  mi nim um .

Due to  the  ec onomic  dev el opm ent  and adv anc em ent  of  sc i en t i f i c
pub l i c a t i ons  i n  the  As i a -P aci f i c  r egi on ,  the  t imi ng  i s  r i gh t  fo r  the
In te r na t i ona l  organ iz a t i on  to  p r om ote  the  c ol l abor a t i on  be tween a l l  thes e
c ount r i es i n  area  o f  s c i en t i f i c  pub l i s h i ng ,  and  l ook  i n to  ways  to  l i nk-up
the  i ndus tr i al  p l ay ers  and s c i en t i f i c  r es earc h  i ns t i t u t i ons i n  the  As i a -
P aci f i c  r egi on .



5.  New Techno logy in  P ub lish ing

I n  t he  21 s t  c en tu ry ,  s c i en t i f i c  pub l is h i ng  has  m ov ed to  a  new phas e  fo r
ex am pl e  E -J our nal s ,  E- B ook s and In te r ac t i v e  Tec hnol ogy  and IT
Tec hno l ogy .   For  t his  t ec hnol ogy r es earc h ,  A s i a  c an  p l ay  a  k ey  r ol e .   Ther e
ar e  s o  m any wor l d  ex per t s  i n s o f twar e  engi neer i ng  and  IT  tec hno l ogy  fr om
c ount r i es  l i k e  J apan,  K orea, Ind i a,  Ch i na  bu t ther e  i s  a  b rai n  dr a i n  o f thes e
ex per ts  to  US  and E ur ope.   Uni v er s i t i es  and  res earc h  i ns t i t u tes  c an
es tab l i s h  s om e R& D c ent r es  to  l ook  i n to  new tec hnol ogy .



CONCLUSION

I t  i s  obv i ous  tha t  we need to  br eak  f r ee  fr om the  sc i en t i f i c  publ i s hi ng  wor l d
wh i c h  is  now dom i na ted  by  the  m aj o r  wes te r n  publ i s her s.   Wh i le  ther e  is  no
c onf l i c t  i n  p rom oti ng  c o l l abor at i on  be tween the  eas t  and  the  wes t ,
c ount r i es i n  As i a-P aci f i c  r egi on  s houl d  al s o  tak e  the  i ni t i a t i v e  to  dev el op
the i r  own br and o f  i n ter na t i onal  j our nal s  and  books ,  s o  tha t  t hey c oul d
pr oud ly  decl a r e the i r  own.


